
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

  

Editor: Mark Little – Rotary Club of Norwich St Edmund, England 

Early this month IJM staff 
and Indian police 
completed their largest 
ever anti-slavery rescue 
operation. Together they 
rescued 564 children, 
women and men from 
forced labour in a 
substantial brick factory in 
India.  
  
Nearly 200 children lived 
inside the brick kiln, 
almost half under 5 years 

Press investigation frees 2,000 fishermen  
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IJM rescues over 500 from slavery in India 

Slowly, one man raised 
his hand. Then another,  
Soon, dozens of hands 
shot into the air, ready to 
be guided into freedom. 

The brick kiln owner and 
five other accomplices 
were arrested and are 
now in custody, facing 
charges of slavery and 
trafficking.  
  

 

old. Together with their 
families, they lived in tiny 
rooms or tattered tents. 
Many went for days at a 
time without eating,  

When officials explained 
that their operation was 
one of rescue, the victims 
were sceptical. When a  
government officer asked 
the crowd "Who wants to 
be freed?", he was met 
with a stunned silence. 

“The world is a dangerous place, not 
because of people who do evil but because 
of good people who look on and do nothing 
about it “ 
                             (Albert Einstein) 

                                                  

An exhaustive investigation of the seafood industry in Southeast Asia which recently 
resulted in the freedom for more than 2,000 enslaved fishermen and other laborers, 
has resulted in a team of four Associated Press journalists being awarded a 
prestigious George Polk Award for Foreign Reporting. 
  
AP’s Margie Mason, Robin McDowell, Martha Mendoza and Esther Htusan will 
share the honor with Ian Urbina of The New York Times. According to Long Island 
University (which administers the awards) “the AP reporters documented the plight 
of impoverished men from Myanmar, Cambodia, Laos, and Thailand lured into 
captivity, locked in cages, beaten, and forced to perform dangerous work with little 
sleep to catch and process seafood destined for U.S. consumers and their pets,"   
 
It was also reported that the reporters had found the graves of some workers who 
did not survive, buried on a remote island under false names. As a result of the AP 
reporting, more than 2,000 captives were released, ships were seized, and 
businesses closed,  
 

On their way to freedom 

Slavery victims being 
freed from brick kilns 

A Burmese fisherman 
being released  

http://www.racsrag.org/
http://www.ap.org/explore/seafood-from-slaves/
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ñChallenges are insurmountable only 

until the moment that theyôre 

surmountedò  

     (Nicholas Kristof & Sheryl Wudunn) 

 

Newspaper articles and 
reports on human 
trafficking and slavery are 
more often than not, quite 
depressing and confirm 
the belief held by many 
that we are losing the fight 
against human slavery. So 
when the news items are 
positive, they should be 
trumpeted from the roof 
tops.  
 
The rescues highlighted in 
the first page of the 
Newsletter bring some 
hope that one day this evil 
practice will be eradicated.  

Certainly many of the 
obstacles faced by the 
abolitionists of the past 
have already been 
removed, but the political 
will in many countries is 
lacking. This must be the 
starting point of any 
abolitionist movement.   

The AP investigation into 
the sea food industry in 
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Southeast Asia has 
certainly stimulated the 
USA into further action 
against the Traffickers.  

Last month President 
Obama signed legislation 
that effectively bans 
American imports of fish 
caught by forced labor in 
Southeast Asia.  

This was part of a flurry of 
recent actions by the 
White House, federal 
agencies, international 
trade unions and foreign 
governments to address 
lawlessness at sea and to 
better protect offshore 
workers and the marine 
environment. For example 
the Port State Measures 
Agreement, empowers 
officials to prohibit foreign 
vessels suspected of 
illegal fishing from 
receiving port services 
and access. The United 
States became the 20th 
country to ratify the pact. 

In another anti-slavery 
initiative, the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration announced 
a plan this month to 
improve how seafood is 
tracked from catch to 
market, imposing new 
reporting requirements on 
American importers. Two 
of the world’s largest trade 
unions filed a complaint 
last week with the United 
Nations’ labour agency 
about seafood from 
Thailand produced by so-
called sea slaves, and the 
Thai government said it 
was installing satellite 
tracking devices on more 
fishing ships and requiring 
more reporting as workers 
get on or off the vessels. 

Just writing about the new 
initiatives in the USA 
raises my spirits and 
reminds me, once again, 
that small actions in 

   

 RACSRAG in Seoul, S Korea 

For those of you who will be attending the RI Convention in Seoul next May/June, 
please note the following:- 

a) RACSRAG will have booth number 3132 in the House of Friendship. So 

please do consider volunteering to man the booth. I will be asking members 

to volunteer for different time slots in the April Newsletter.  

b) The Breakout Session on Slavery and Human trafficking will be on Monday 

30
th
 May between 13.00 hrs and 14.30 hrs. Details of the session were 

included in Newsletter 62.  As noted previously one third of the session will 

be devoted to Q & A. Panelists will be members of the Action Group who 

have initiated or participated in  several successful anti-slavery projects and 

who have volunteered with victims of modern slavery. 

c) The AGM will be held on Wednesday 1
st
 June between 12.30 hrs and 14.00 

hrs. This session will also contain presentations and a Q&A session. 

d) We are also thrilled to report that Gary Haugen, President & CEO of 

International Justice Mission (IJM) will be speaking at one of the plenary 

sessions. IJM is an evangelical Christian human rights organization whose 

mission is to combat violence, sex trafficking, forced labour, child sexual 

assault and citizenship rights abuse.     

Editorial  
 

The joy of a mother being reunited 
with her daughter who had just 
been rescued after 2 years of 
slavery.  

http://www.fao.org/fishery/psm/en
http://www.fao.org/fishery/psm/en


 

 

 
                                      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

support of basic human rights, can often lead to real progress and even greater progress 
can be achieved when individuals combine to take small actions collectively.  

When Rosa Parks, a black seamstress refused to cooperate with a US segregation law 
in 1955 or when Antoinette Sithole and a group of teenagers gathered in protest on the 
streets of Soweto, a sprawling black ghetto near Johannesburg, South Africa, in June 
1976, they had no idea they would be the catalysts which changed people’s minds.     

One person jumping up and down won’t cause an earthquake, but if we all jump together 
the effect would be impossible to ignore. So let’s start jumping together as members of 
the Rotarian Action Group against Child Slavery and engulf the world with the message 
“Let’s put an end to Slavery”  

This is precisely what RACSRAG Coordinator, Laura Dryjanska is trying to achieve in 
Italy, Earlier this month, I spent a delightful few days in Rome as I had been invited by  
Laura  (RC of Roma Centenario), to speak at an International Forum on Shadow 
Children at LA LUMSA University of the Holy See. Representatives from several Rotary 
Districts had been invited to attend by the hosts ie Rotary District 2080, as well as 
experts on human trafficking and slavery from NGOs, the Police, Journalism and the 
Church.  

Matt Friedman (a former UN Project Leader on Human Trafficking and Slavery in SE 
Asia) also spoke at the Conference. Matt was in Rome to make a presentation to Vatican 
officials on the issue of human trafficking and slavery.  An account of the Forum meeting 
is included on pages 6 and 7 by Laura who was ably supported in the organization of the 
Conference by RACSRAG members Roberto Giua (RC of Roma Centenario) and Valeria 
Galletti (RC of Roma Cassia)    

 

           New RACSRAG Website launched  
View the new ‘go-to’ website www.racsrag.org from today for an authoritative view on 
global child slavery and human trafficking issues. Designed as a one-stop resource for 
Rotarians, it draws on a wealth of material from global Government and NGO sources, to 
help you create awareness and take action to help End Slavery Now. 

The site provides leaflets, guides, statistics, videos links, a Directory of all known in-
country help lines, and a lot more. Take a look.  Additional features will be coming in the 
weeks following the launch including local features and information from groups around 
the world. 

Compiled by Webmaster Stephen, the site has been designed by Ben Atkinson, Principal 
at Tall Lime in Lincoln, England. Stephen comments that he was delighted to have Tall 
Lime as RACSRAG’s site developer. He adds “Ben’s commitment, design skills and 
enthusiasm have exceeded all expectations. His willingness to modify, to enhance and 
generally improve on the specification shows in the final product. Ben has now 
volunteered to become RACSRAG’s (unpaid) IT Adviser ... he might even join Rotary 

now he understands what we do. I will be pleased to introduce him” 

Please like and share the news on Facebook. If you Tweet, why not tell your 
Followers about RACSRAG, or simply re-tweet our tweet. We suggest you point 
them to the ‘Get Engaged’ page in the first instance. 

 
 
 

 

 

Rotarians against Child Slavery 

                               Editorial (continued) 
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Rosa Parks – The mother of 
the US Freedom Movement 

Matt Friedman – A worker for 
freedom. 

http://www.racsrag.org/
http://tall-lime.co.uk/
http://racsrag.org/?page_id=671


 

 

 

 

 

 

                                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

                             Rotarians against Child Slavery 

“The mass movement against slavery will 

only work if every single supporter performs 

simple acts of preventative abolition. (  Ben 

Skinner – “A Crime so Monstrous”) 

                                         

                  The ABCôs of Freedom 
                                            
                         by Carol Metzker – One World Rotary e-Club 
 
 
In 2010 and 2011, a few members of the Rotarian Action Group Against Child 

Slavery visited projects, sites and grassroots organizations—all helping 

survivors of modern slavery—in India. One of our biggest questions was how 

to reverse the cycle of illiteracy and poverty that leave people vulnerable to 

slavery—how to bring families out of exploitation and into freedom forever, thus 

preventing injustice, violence and exploitation of children and generations to 

come. 

Over the past year-and-a-half, RACSRAG members and others have provided 

moral and monetary support for the Rotary School4Freedom project. We’ve 

asked more questions and communicated with partners Voices4Freedom and 

MSEMVS. Thanks to donations totalling $36,000 from 12 individual Rotarians, 

13 Rotary clubs, one Rotaract club and additional donors, the groundwork is 

laid to do the heavy work of freeing a village. 

Fundraising is complete, our village to come out of slavery has been chosen, 

and assessments have been completed. 

Information about the selected village: 

* The hamlet is outside of Varanasi, in the state of Uttar Pradesh, India. 

* Of the 400 villagers, 132 are in debt bondage slavery working in slaveholders' 

brick kilns, farm and construction projects. Others are at risk of enslavement 

because of abject poverty, illiteracy and lack of knowledge of human rights. 

That will change. 

* Currently only two or three villagers can write their own name. 

* 75 children will attend this School4Freedom (S4F). They will be their family's 

first generation to attend school. 

In the next few months, a basic school with roof and supports will be built. Our 

funds ($36,000) will provide 2 teachers, school supplies and furnishings, and 

hot lunches for students. A solar lamp will be installed to allow students to 

study at night and to reduce snakebites and violence. Over the next three 

years, students will receive an education, women and youth will learn 

vocational skills to generate income, and adults will learn that they have human 

rights. At the end of the process, the village will be organized to demand their 

own freedom and will have the strength and stability to sustain it. 
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Children who will attend Rotary’s 
School4Freedom in Uttar 

Pradesh, India 



 

                         

               ñProject Starfishò ï A Call to Arms 
                                          by David Black, RC Dunedin Central   
                                    RACSRAG Oceania Regional Coordinator                 
 
In November this year, a volunteer team will travel to Mae Suai, in Northern Thailand, to help with a 
project to totally refurbish the kitchen at the Rescue Mission for Children (RM4C) Centre. Currently we 
only have thirty children at our Centre, most of whom come from Akha villages in Myanmar. However in 
the past fifteen plus years, since the Centre was first built, the kitchen has provided hundreds of 
thousands of meals for the thousands of children who we have cared for and protected from lives in 
slavery – specifically, child sex slavery 

The kitchen, which has provided so many hungry children with full tummies, is now in great need of a lot 
of TLC itself. While the kitchen is just one part of the overall infrastructure at the centre, we are 
supporting this project for a number of reasons. 

¶ The kitchen project provides an opportunity to bring together a team of volunteers from within 

our Rotary youth. The intention is to provide an experience for these young people – 

Interactors and Rotaractors, that will allow them to engage with the children, see the villages 

where they have come from, and ignite their passion to help our youngest generation, and 

ensure succession planning for our continuing journey to end child slavery. 

¶ The strategic plan for the Centre includes the completion of the fourteen classroom training 

academy that was started almost five years ago. Once completed, this facility will enable up to 

540 children to receive education and skills training which will empower them to take control of 

their own futures – a basic right they currently do not possess, and which denies them 

recognition of a legal status - citizenship. In this context, education is the key to unlocking both 

the shackles of servitude and also to unlocking the potential for the precious Akha children. 

Education and Literacy is one of Rotary’s Key Areas of Focus, but for these children it means 

so much more – it is literally saving their lives. 

¶ When the training academy is completed, we will require a fully operational kitchen facility to 

provide meals for the students living at the centre whilst they complete their education. 

Although the obvious priority should be on the completion of the training academy, we need to 

engage our young people now, and the timing of this project does not permit us to go through 

the usual Rotary Foundation funding channels for a Global Grant which due to the amount of 

funding required to complete the training academy, would be a prerequisite, in order to 

progress this project. This will be the next major phase of our strategic plan. 

¶ The project in November is a critical element of the strategy for “Project Starfish”, which has 

been developed in order to create a “ripple” effect throughout our Rotary family, and beyond, 

as detailed in the project brief attached as Appendix A to this Newsletter. 

Our “call to action” goes out to all members and supporters of RACSRAG, their families, friends, 
communities and social media networks. We need funding support for this initial phase of our strategic 
plan, and we believe that sharing our story is one of the best ways to achieve this. 

We have so far raised a little over NZD $9,000 of our NZD $40,000 target. We also are holding various 
fundraising events throughout the year to raise the funds needed to get our team members over to 
Thailand. 

We are asking RACSRAG members to take our project to their clubs and districts, and ask that they 
support our efforts. To ask a club to raise $1,000 is not a big deal to most Rotary clubs. To ask this in 
the name of saving innocent children from an alternative future in slavery should not even need 
explanation to Rotarians – saving our youngest generation, whether through provision of clean drinking 
water, immunisation against Polio, or education to provide opportunities for creating futures they can 
influence, it’s what we do ! 

By applying the ripple effect of our membership, it is not difficult to raise the funds we need. Clubs who 
may wish to help further, will be presented with the opportunity to do so, as we move onto completing 
our training academy. We have a roof to put on the building, and walls to erect. We can then offer the 
chance to “sponsor” the fitting out of each classroom to complete the project. 
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       ñProject Starfishò ï A Call to Arms (Contôd) 
                            by David Black, RACSRAG Oceania Regional Coordinator 

 

We need volunteer members to join our team. I strongly encourage all Rotary clubs or districts to 

consider identifying Interact and Rotaract club members who your club or district sponsor, and provide 

them with funding support to be a part of an amazing experience. They will be your club and district 

ambassadors, and we are arranging to get our youth team in front of Rotaract and Rotary clubs in 

Northern Thailand and also in Bangkok as part of our return from the Centre, early in December. Don’t 

feel left out – I am also looking for Rotarian volunteer members, and if you have any trade skills to offer 

on the kitchen project e.g. plumbers, electricians, carpenters, etc, we would welcome your help. 

Our November project is small in the context of the overall site, and also in the scale of the issue of child 

slavery. However the impact of what we are trying to achieve is going to positively affect many 

thousands of stateless ethnic minority children, and lessens the risk of the children falling prey to the 

darkest, most abhorrent form of child slavery in the world today. 

I thank you in advance for your actions – think about it (not too long!!), take a breath and take a leap of 

faith. Share the “Project Starfish” story with your clubs and district leaders. The millions of voiceless 

children who are strangers to you, will know that their futures will have been secured by your actions! 

I am currently in the throes of setting up our Facebook page, website and a “Give a Little” page for 

people with whom our project resonates, and who wish to make a donation to help us achieve our goals 

for the children. These details, once confirmed, will be published in the RACSRAG Newsletter. 

Please feel free to contact me at any time for further information, or to register your interest in helping 

us. My relevant email address is projectstarfishnz@gmail.com 

 

 Shadow Children Project ï Third Fo rum in Italy  
                      by Laura Dryjanska, RACSRAG Coordinator in Italy 

 

The Third International Shadow Children Forum which took place on March 19, 2016 in Rome, saw 
several prominent speakers address different issues 

relating to child slavery.  
 
Moderated by Valeria Galletti and Roberto Giua, it 
considered different perspectives on the topic, including 
those of non-Rotarians active in the field. The LUMSA 
University of Rome has again opened its doors to the 
Shadow Children Forum, this time dedicated to the specific 

topic of Old and New Slavery.  
 
 
The Forum was introduced by Prof. Giuseppe Dalla Torre Del Tempio di Sanguinetto, President of the 
Tribunal of Vatican City State, Lieutenant General of the Pontifical Equestrian Order of the Holy 
Sepulchre of Jerusalem and former Rector Magnificus of LUMSA University. He expressed his support 
for the Shadow Children project since the beginning, emphasizing the links between the situation of 
street children and modern slavery all over the world.  
 
Among the keynote Speakers, Archbishop Marcelo Sanchez Sorondo, Chancellor of the Pontifical 
Academy of Sciences and Social Sciences, shared about the activities of the Global Freedom Network  
to fight modern slavery and human trafficking, referring to a series of meetings and concrete steps 
already undertaken by the Holy See. He emphasized the effectiveness of the “Nordic model” as an 

 

PDG Maria Acciardi, Archbishop 
Sorondo and Valeria Galletti 
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Shadow Children Project ï 3
rd

 Forum in Italy  (Contôd)                          

                      by Laura Dryjanska, RACSRAG Coordinator in Italy 

 
effective approach to preventing trafficking and exploitation, emphasizing the importance of joint actions 
of different communities, such as business leaders and judges.  
 
On the Rotary District level, the forum was attended by Giuseppe Perrone, DG of 2080 District and 
Maria Rita Acciardi, PDG of 2100 District. Maria Rita Acciardi has pointed out the particularly difficult 
situation of girls and women enslaved all over the world, contextualizing the challenges of the current 
migration scenario in Italy. As a driving force behind the enthusiasm of the clubs from Calabria who 
joined this cause, she recognized the role of Nicola Atteritano in reaching out to Rotarians in their 
region. Greetings were also given by Lucia Viscio, President of the Rotary Club Roma Cassia. 

 
It was an honor to have among the speakers Matt Friedman, who was already at the Vatican since the 
day before, having been invited by H.E. Sánchez Sorondo 
to the meeting of businessmen who fight human trafficking 
worldwide. The former US AID and United Nations’ expert 
gave an up-to-date overview of modern slavery, with the 
powerful message “Where were you?”, in line with his 
recent book. Subsequently, an expert from Save the 
Children Italy, Anna Paola Specchio, shared about a 
project rooted in Italian scenario, aimed at fighting poverty 
and promoting education called “Punti Luce” (“Light 

Points”).  

 
 
Mark Little, the Chairman of the Rotarian Action Group against Child Slavery (RACSRAG), presented 
the current situation concerning worldwide slavery, shared some personal stories of survivors he had 
encountered on his multiple trips to SE Asia and provided visual examples of successful projects which 
had changed the lives of many children. In commenting on Mark’s presentation, Valeria Galletti 
encouraged Rotarians to join RACSRAG and help to end human trafficking and slavery. 
 

On behalf of Italian Postal Police, Roberto Giuli presented another face of slavery in Italy – grooming 
and abuse that takes place via internet, mentioning not only cyber-bullying, but also the links with 
paedophilia and child pornography. He introduced to the participants the concept of the “deep web” and 
suggested some practical ways in which it is possible to protect children from the dangers of the virtual 
world that correspond to the real-world illegal activities. 
 
Other speakers at the Forum included Lorenzo Attianese, a journalist from an Italian Press Agency who 
spoke about the situation concerning illegal organ transplants in Italy and Fr Claudio Avallone who 
described his first-hand experiences of fighting an illegal clinic in Mozambique, where street children 
were kidnapped for their organs. 
 
Rotary Clubs in Italy are also active with service projects in Africa. In particular, Giulia Pesciallo from the 
RC Roma Olgiata shared about the “Day After Day” project in Ethiopia, presenting past achievements 
and future opportunities to improve the wellbeing of former street children of Mekele. Thanks to the 
Heart for Ethiopia, many initiatives have been undertaken for the sake of physical health of the children, 

also taking into account their education and nutrition. 
 
In her concluding remarks, Valeria Galletti, the Leader of the Shadow Children Coordinating Committee, 
emphasized how the project has grown throughout the years since the first forum over seven years ago. 
The event was attended by journalists from the Italian national television channel RAI 2, who have 
gathered ample material for a special short documentary on the topic of old and new child slavery. 
  

 

 

Matt Friedman speaking with RACSRAG 
Coordinator Laura Dryjanska interpreting 
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Lawsuit: Your candy bar was made by child slaves 
 
A recent lawsuit in the USA alleges that three of the largest chocolate makers in the world, ie 
Hershey, Mars and  Nestle are knowingly using child labour in Africa.  

In 2000, as a result of a TV documentary film (Slavery: A Global Investigation) it was revealed 
that the harvesting and processing of the cacao plant was left to children, who were unpaid, 
unable to leave and who were controlled by violence or the threat of violence.  Imprisoned, 
forced to go to the bathroom on the roof or in a cup and malnourished, children would either 
be sold into this work for $30 or be kidnapped, thinking they were applying for some sort of 
paying job. The revelations were met with immediate congressional action in the USA. 
 

The chocolate companies pleaded ignorance; Hershey Senior Vice President Robert M. 
Reese told Philadelphia Inquirer reporter Bob Fernandez that “no one, repeat, no one, had 
ever heard of this” (as if he could somehow know that).  After confirmation that the slavery 
was indeed happening and that it was as bad as the documentary depicted, U.S. Rep. Eliot 
Engel quickly drafted US legislation commanding the FDA to introduce “slave free” labelling 
on chocolate, similar to organic labelling.  The bill immediately gained approval in the House 
of Representatives and was on its way to the Senate where people were ready to draft it into 
law.  It was then that the chocolate companies stepped in, promising to self regulate the 
issue, stating that there would be no more child slavery by 2005. 
 
It turned out, they didn’t do much. It’s 2016 and there are now more child slaves than there 
were in 2001 - 51% more in fact. There are now 1.4 million children carrying back-breaking 
sacks of cacao, having their bodies whipped and beaten and crushing themselves from dawn 
to dusk for no pay. 
 
Now that it has become evident that Hershey, Nestle and Mars have no way of handling the 
issue (besides pushing back the date of completion to 2008, then 2020), certain Californian 
residents have filed a class-action lawsuit, requiring the companies to pay damages to people 
who have purchased the product “unwittingly” supporting child slave trade, and also that they 
print new labels that indicate the product was made with child slave labour. 
 

For those wishing to learn more of the background to this deplorable situation, please read 

RACSRAG Secretary, Harry Payne’s summarised account (see Annex B) which is based on 

an even more detailed account produced by New York Reporter, Abby Haglade.   
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RACSRAG Board 

 
Chairman:            Mark Little, RC of Norwich St Edmund (D1080), England.  mark@racsrag.org 
Vice Chairman     Mark Doyle, RC of Pretoria West (9400), South Africa. mpdoyle@mweb.co.za 
Vice Chairman:    Stephen Sypula, RC of Stevenage Grange (D1260), England. stephen@racsrag.org 
Secretary:            Harry Payne, RC of Burnham on Crouch (D1240), England. harry@racsrag.org 
Treasurer and 
 Webmaster:        Stephen Sypula, RC of Stevenage Grange (D1260), England. stephen@racsrag.org 
Board Member     Bob Christie, RC of Dalkeith (D1020), Scotland. bob@racsrag.org 
  
Board Member:   Dave McCleary, RC of Roswell (D6900), USA    dmccleary@fms-inc.us 
Board Member:   Dorothy Pulsford-Harris, RC of Swaffham (D1080), England. dorothy@racsrag.org. 
Board Member:   Girish Mittal, RC of Mumbai Boravali East (D3140), India  girish@racsrag.org 
Board Member:   Judith Diment, RC of Windsor St George (D1090), England judith@thediments.co.uk 
 

 

RACSRAG Coordinators 

 
North America        Dave McCleary (For contact details see above) 
                               Cokkie Eakie, RC of Roswell (D6900), USA  cokkie@endhtnow.com 
                               Chuck Fitzgerald, RC of Peoria (D5490), USA chuckfitzgerald@gmail.com 
                               Caleb LaPlante, RC of Greater Grants Pass, (D5110)  caleblaplante@gmail.com 
 
Africa:                     Mark Doyle, RC of  Pretoria West (D9400), South Africa. mpdoyle@mweb.co.za 
Oceania and parts  David Black, RC of Dunedin Central (D9980), New Zealand 
 of SE Asia:                                                                                          dblack@mainlandpoultry.co.nz 
India:                      Girish Mittal  (For contact details see above) 
Italy:                        Laura Dryjanska, RC of Roma Centenario (D2080), Italy.                         
                                                                                                              Laura.dry@windowslive.com 
 
Philippines   Ernesto Perez, RC Makati Central (D3830), Philippines  evperezlaw@gmail.com 
 

Australian States                         
 
 Victoria   Tony Stokes, RC of Box Hill (D9810)  stokes9@optusnet.com.au 
 Western   Gillian Booth  RC of Bay View Claremont (D9455) shreveportgb@hotmail.com 
 NSW   John Roberson, RC of Wagga Wagga, (D9700) johnroberson@bigpond.com 
 South                   Teresa Evans, RC of Adelaide, EDGE, (D9500)  teresa1407@hotmail.com 
  
  NB There are vacancies for Coordinators to cover Queensland and Tasmania   
 
 
 

Disclaimer:  The views expressed by the contributors are not necessarily 
those of the Editor or of the RACSRAG Board 
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                                                                                                             Annex  A 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“Project Starfish” was developed in 2012 as a vehicle for promoting the sponsorship of 
“stateless” and vulnerable children from the Akha hill tribe in Northern Thailand. At this time, 
the focus was on children from this ethnic minority who were disproportionately at risk of 
abduction into brothels as child sex slaves. 
 
More recently, Project Starfish has expanded the scope of its intended purpose, to include 
children in all forms of slavery, all around the world. All children have the same right to 
freedom, and no form of child slavery should be tolerated in any society. 
 
The purpose of Project Starfish is to: 
 

¶ Create awareness of the issues of child slavery 

¶ Work with organisations where we already have established relationships 

¶ Identify those organisations that have established programmes that address the 
issues creating slavery situations for children 

¶ Identify opportunities to build support networks around children in vulnerable 
situations who have no way to access care and protection, or connect them to 
organisations that can help 

¶ Support these organisations and/or projects through advocacy, education and funding 
from sources who support our work 

¶ Build networks of like-minded people from all walks of life who share our belief in the 
freedom of the child  

¶ Develop opportunities for Rotarians and the youth of Rotary – Interact / Rotaract and 
NRG (New Rotary Generations) clubs to actively engage in projects to help our 
youngest generation in all forms of slavery. 

¶ Develop and co-ordinate fundraising events to generate funds to support projects and 
organisations helping children in slavery 

 
Our Involvement so far….. 
 
The founder of Project Starfish, David Black, is a Rotarian. He has been in Rotary since 2002, 
and is a member of the Rotary Club of Dunedin Central, in District 9980. Over the past 13 
years, David has been involved in activities that have supported Rescue Mission for Children 
(RM4C), (formerly Children of the Golden Triangle). With the financial support of his club, he 
has spread word of the work of RM4C to other Rotarians and clubs in countries which include 
New Zealand, Australia, Nigeria, the UK and the United States. 
 
He has spoken to the District Governor Elect (DGE) briefing weekend in Parramatta and, with 
the support of PRIP Kalyan Banerjee, established the only New Zealand project booth in the 
House of Friendship at the 2012 Rotary International Convention in Bangkok. 
 
David continues to speak to Rotary Clubs and other global service organisations such as 
Lions, as well as church groups and any other groups who are interested in knowing more 
about the issues of child slavery and ways that they may help. 
 
  



                                          Rescue Mission for Children  
 
How it all started – The background 
 
The Akha hill tribe are one of the ethnic minorities that live in South East Asia. In their history 
of over five hundred years, they have never formed an army. They are a peaceful people who 
historically, when faced with conflict, have fled from their homes and escaped into the jungles 
and are, as a result, spread across the six Mekong region countries – Thailand, Myanmar, 
China, Laos, Cambodia and Vietnam. 
 
The estimated number of Akha people varies by account from several hundred thousand up 
to over a million as, due to their statelessness, accurate data is difficult to confirm. Their 
“statelessness” is a result of their transient nature. Most Akha have no citizenship in the 
countries they live in – and therein lies the problem. 
 
In the absence of any legal right to live in the world, the children of the Akha hill tribe are 
disproportionately vulnerable to abduction, against their will, into one of the darkest and 
sinister forms of child slavery known – child sex slavery. 
 
The families of the Akha children have been deceived by traffickers into believing their 
children were being offered jobs in the cities, working in kitchens and restaurants -  essentially 
hospitality workers. Their parents, who are subsistent farmers, believe that this is an 
opportunity for their children that they could not offer them, so they allow their children to go 
with the “employers”. 
 

The dreams of a better life for these precious children soon dissolves to reveal the terrible 
reality – they are to be used as a commodity in brothels, where their small bodies are 
relentlessly violated and abused by paedophiles who pay to commit power atrocities against 
these children. 
 
Their innocence violently ripped from them, many of the Akha children are subjected to rape 
up to fifteen to twenty times a day. Once the abuse ceases the children are unable to rest, 
due to the intense pain between their legs. Lack of sleep eventually accrues a sleep debt that 
cannot be satisfied. Their immune systems are compromised due to the extreme tiredness 
and they become increasingly susceptible to illness. Some of the predators who abuse the 
children refuse to use contraception and many children have contracted AIDS as a result of 
unprotected rape. Once a child contracts AIDS they are of no value to the brothel operators 
and are cast into the streets to die painful deaths. 
 

The Akha children are just one example of victims of the global issue that is child sex slavery. 

Every year it is estimated that in excess of 2.2 million “new” children are abducted into this 

industry. It is also estimated that in excess of USD$38 Billion is spent in the child sex industry 

each and every year. One reason that these figures are only estimates is that a lot of the 

industry, especially in dealing in young children, operates underground, away from the 

watchful eyes of governments and their enforcement agencies. 

Over the past thirty years this has equated to approximately USD$1.08 Trillion spent on child 
sex slavery. The more disturbing figure is that this represents over 361,000,000,000 (361 
Billion) child rapes**. 
 
NOTE: ** This figure is based on the information known i.e the average no. of times a child 
sex slave can be abused in a day, and is based on the 2.2 million “new” children abducted or 
tricked into the industry – it does not include the several million children already in child 
prostitution. 
 
 
 
 
 



Our Immediate Plans: 
 
The infrastructure at the RM4C centre in Mae Suai, Northern Thailand, was built more than 
fifteen years ago, mainly through the efforts of church and Rotary volunteer groups. The 
buildings are now in great need of some care and attention. One of the critical buildings at the 
centre is the kitchen. Over the years the kitchen has provided hundreds of thousands of 
meals to the Akha children residing at the centre. It has provided meals to young children who 
have never had a full belly or had proper nutrition. 
 
The kitchen needs a total refurbishment, and we are assembling a team of volunteers to go to 
Thailand in mid-November 2016 to help with the project. 
While we are targeting Rotaractor, Interactor and NRG volunteers, we need Rotarians, 

including those with trades skills sets i.e plumbers, electricians, tilers, to come with us to 

manage the team and assist with the project. The reason for targeting a youth volunteer 

demographic will be explained shortly, as it forms part of Project Starfish’s strategic plan to 

help the child slaves around the world 

What we Need: 
 
The budget for the kitchen refurbishment has been provided by Asa Stevenson, who is an 
Akha woman, and the Manager at the centre. This budget requires updating to reflect current 
material and labour costs, but is sufficiently accurate to allow our fundraising to begin. 
 
The cost of the project is approximately NZD$40,000. We are organising various fundraising 
events towards this cost, but we do need other funding support from other sources. Should 
our fundraising efforts exceed the amount required for the project, surplus funds will be either 
used as a stake for our strategic plan, which has major projects scopes already underway, or 
donated to the board of RM4C to offset their operational running costs for the centre. 
 
The estimated cost for each member of the volunteer team is NZD$2,500. This sum includes 
the cost of return airfares and accommodation/food costs while at the centre. As many of the 
volunteer team members are students, mainly undertaking tertiary level study, they are 
already burdened with significant student debt.  
 
It is hoped that we can encourage Rotary Clubs to “sponsor” members of the team to be a 
part of the project. At NZD$2,500, this represents an investment not only in the experience for 
the volunteer, and the chance to help these vulnerable children with a hands on project, but it 
is an investment in the future of Rotary as an organisation. 
 
In providing the opportunity for our Rotary youth to be engaged in an international 
humanitarian aid project, we are providing an experience that will provide an enduring 
commitment to “service above self”. 
 
For organisations, or individuals who have no connection to Rotary, but who understand what 
we are trying to achieve, this is an investment in providing for a future for children who would 
otherwise be at great risk of disappearing into the dark industry that is child sex slavery. 
 
Key Dates: 
 
31

st
 May: Confirmation of the volunteer team, including volunteers with trades skills sets as 

identified by the Project Manager. This is critical to allow bookings to be made with the travel 
agents and organise team “kits” (Tops designed to promote / brand  the project team and 
acknowledge the supporters who made it possible) 
 
30

th
 June: Confirmation of funds required. We need this confirmed so the Project Manager 

based at the RM4C centre can progress with arranging contractors as appropriate (this will 
depend on the no. of skilled tradespersons on our team) and arrange for supply of materials 
required. There may be fundraising events held after this date, but we need to be confident 
that our financial goals will be met. 
 



The Strategic Plan: 

 
Now this is where you find out why we are targeting a young volunteer team demographic. It 
ties in with our strategic plan for Project Starfish. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Social Media - Creating“The Ripple Effect”:  
 
Our Rotary youth, and young people in general, are so well connected via social media, such 
as Facebook, Twitter, Snap Chat, Instagram, etc. Young people can, and will, take an issue of 
importance in the world, such as child slavery, and can use their “friend” networks to spread a 
message to viral proportions. They can create awareness, inspire action, raise the profile of 
an issue and even raise funds quicker and easier than has ever previously been possible in 
the history of service clubs. 
 
We are establishing a Facebook presence for Project Starfish. This social media platform will 
allow us to share information on the issue of child slavery, including links to other 
organisations who are addressing the issue and who we support. 
It will also allow us to present opportunities for young people all over the world to be actively 
involved in our projects. 
 
We are issuing a “Global Challenge” to all Rotaract and Interact clubs to share our page with 
other clubs, and to challenge them to do likewise. The goal is to get our message in front of 
every Rotaract and Interact club in the world. The challenge is to (a) ask that they “share” our 
page with their own friend networks, and (b) ask them to “like” us. This will enable us to share 
subsequent posts on our projects, our opportunities and our successes. 
 
We shall be encouraging our Rotary youth to consider our child slavery goals when planning 
their own club projects and think about doing a small fundraising event in support of the 
millions of voiceless child slaves around the world. 
 
Both the sharing of information via social media networks, and encouraging small events to 
raise both awareness and funds to help these children is a perfect example of “The Ripple 
Effect”. A club undertaking a small fundraising event in itself may not seem significant. 
However, when you apply the ripple effect, and multiply the effort and subsequent outcomes 
of thousands of clubs and hundreds of thousands of our Rotary family youth and their 
networks, you are suddenly creating a tidal wave of support – all of which stems from a 
passion to help protect our youngest generation. 
 
Imagine the power of millions of people stepping up and making a statement that child slavery 
is not part of the future they want to see in their lifetime!  
 
I am a realist, and I acknowledge, albeit with a heavy heart, that I may not see an end to child 
slavery in my lifetime, but if we can inspire our next generation to take up the fight, they might 
just see it in theirs. 
 
 
 



Charity Registration: 
 
We are in the throes of developing an application to the New Zealand Charities Commission 
to have Project Starfish registered as a charity. The scope of our charitable purpose will allow 
us to support projects and organisations both in New Zealand, and overseas. 
 

With our charity registered, we are then able to establish a bank account for the 
charity that will provide a mechanism for those persons or organisations and clubs 
who wish to support our work to do so. In the interim, any donations, or funds given 
to us to support our November 2016 project team, or allocated towards our other 
strategic plan objectives, shall be held by the Rotary Club of Dunedin Central. This is 
critical to ensure that there is full traceability and transparency for all funds received 
and used. 
 
Crowdfunding: 
 
We shall be setting up a “crowdfunding” page on the internet which shall be used as 
another avenue to promote our work and gain funding support. The success of 
crowdfunding sites such as “Give a Little” has been enormous, and allows people 
who wish to make donations, a means of doing this. 
 
Education – “Roots for the Future”:  
 
Education of the children at the RM4C will provide the children with power beyond 
what we know. They will, as a result of being educated, achieve citizenship. This 
elusive status will reduce their vulnerability, place them on a more level playing field 
when it comes to getting jobs, and will empower them to take control over shaping 
their futures. 
 
To achieve this, we need to complete our school at the RM4C centre. This project 
was started back in 2011, but work has ceased due to lack of funds. Our goal is to 
complete the fourteen classroom school which, when completed, can provide 
education and skills based training to 540 Akha students. We also hope to provide 
skills training that will enable the children to contribute towards establishing 
sustainable economic development in their villages, thereby helping their 
communities as well. With income, the risk of children being allowed to go to “jobs” in 
the cities is mitigated. 
 
We have educated many Akha children at the local schools over the years, but have 
experienced situations whereby the view taken by others of the precious Akha 
children has caused us great distress. 
Several years ago, we had three of our girls raped at school by the Principal. The 
female teachers tried to stand up for our girls, but they were dismissed. The Principal 
was arrested and put in jail for one day, after which time he was released. 
 
Another fifty hill tribe children were abducted from a school hostel during the night by 
child traffickers – they simply disappeared! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



How can you help? 
 

 
 

 

 

As the analogy that is the rationale 
behind Project Starfish tells us, the focus 
is on “the one”. The issue of child slavery 
is too daunting if thought of in any other 
way. 
 
Our work is saving one child at a time. By 
doing this, and applying the “ripple effect” 
of multiplying the number of people who 
know about the issues of child slavery, 
and who are passionate about helping put 
an end to this abhorrent industry, we 
have the ability to effect monumental and 
enduring change.   
 
While we are dealing with an industry that 
is as old as humanity, to the child that you 
save, you are everything. 
 
If you wish to support our project by: 
 

¶ Volunteering – “come with us”!! 

¶ Providing funding from your club 

¶ Hosting a fundraiser 
 
Please e-mail me in the first instance: 

 
projectstarfishnz@gmail.com  

 

 
 

THANK YOU on behalf 
of the Akha children, 
and all children in 
different forms of child 
slavery around the 
world 

 
 
 
 

mailto:projectstarfishnz@gmail.com


                                                                                                          Annex B 

           Chocolate the unfairness of it all !  

            Summarised by Harry Payne…. From a report by Abby Haglade 

 

The Milton Hershey School in Pennsylvania is one of the wealthiest education centres in the world. 

Founded in 1909 as an orphanage for “male Caucasian” boys, it was awarded 30 percent of the 

company’s future earnings by Milton S. Hershey upon his death.  

Thanks to the success of Kit-Kats, Reese’s, and Whoppers, the school is worth a staggering $7.8 billion. 

Now home to more than 2,000 students, it owns a controlling interest in the $22.3 billion Hershey 

company—a chocolate maker with roots in child protection and education that, in possibly the worst 

form of irony, allegedly, relies on cocoa harvested by child slave/labourers in West Africa. 

It is this irony that serves as the motivation behind a class action lawsuit filed recently against Hershey 

and two of its competitors, Mars and Nestle. The complaints, filed by three California residents, allege 

that the companies are guilty of false advertising for failing to disclose the use of child slavery on their 

packaging. Without it, the plaintiffs claim, the companies are deceiving consumers into “unwittingly” 

supporting the child slave labour trade. 

“America’s largest and most profitable food conglomerates should not tolerate child labour, much less 

child ‘slave labour’, anywhere in their supply chains,” the complaint reads. “These companies should not 

turn a blind eye to known human rights abuses… especially when the companies consistently and 

affirmatively represent that they act in a socially and ethically responsible manner.” 

The class action suits seek both monetary damages for California residents who have purchased the 

chocolate, and revised packaging that denotes child slaves were used. It is a new approach to an old 

problem: the chocolate industry’s deep, dark, not-so-secret scandal. It’s been 15 years since the first 

allegations of child slavery in the chocolate industry caused national outrage.  

West Africa is home to two-thirds of the world’s cacao beans (cocoa), the main ingredient in chocolate—

a product that has fueled a $90 billion industry. 

The first group to question the financial strategies behind the industry’s wealth was a British 

organization. In a shocking 2000 documentary titled Slavery: A Global Investigation, the group reported 

on the chocolate industry’s alleged connection to cocoa harvested by child slaves. The award-winning 

film opened with adolescent boys in the Ivory Coast slinging hundred-pound bags of cocoa pods on their 

backs, followed by an interview in which the boys express their confusion over not being paid. 

The filmmakers met with 19 children who were said to have just been freed from slavery by the Ivorian 

authorities. Their guardian describes how they worked from dawn until dusk each day, only to be locked 

in a shed at night where they were given a tin cup in which to urinate. During the first six months (the 

“breaking-in period”), they say, they were routinely beaten. “The beatings were a part of my life,” says 

Aly Diabata, one of the former child laborers. “I had seen others who tried to escape. When they tried, 

they were severely beaten.” 

Asked what he’d say to the billions who eat chocolate worldwide (most of the boys have never tried it), 

one boy replies: “They enjoy something I suffered to make; I worked hard for them but saw no benefit. 

They are eating my flesh.”  

The release of the film in late 2000 sparked national outrage. No one seemed more shocked than the 

http://www.forbes.com/companies/hershey/
http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2013/03/11/let-s-talk-about-the-guest-worker-program.html
http://www.courthousenews.com/2015/09/29/chocolate-giants-face-slave-labor-lawsuits.htm
https://vimeo.com/39383629


chocolate companies themselves. In June 2001, Hershey senior vice president Robert M. 

Reese told Philadelphia Inquirer reporter Bob Fernandez that “no one, repeat, no one, had ever heard of 

this.” After internal investigations, several companies, including Hershey, expressed concern over the 

conditions of labourers in West Africa. 

The news made its way to Congress, where U.S. Rep. Eliot Engel quickly drafted legislation asking the 

Federal Drug Administration to introduce “slave free” labeling. After gaining approval in the House of 

Representatives, the bill moved to a vote in the Senate, where it had the support needed to win 

passage. But just before the legislation made it to a vote, the chocolate industry stepped in with a 

promise it has yet to keep: to self-regulate and eradicate the practice by 2005. 

The Engel-Harkin Protocol (or Cocoa Protocol), as the agreement was called, was signed in September 

2001. Eight companies—including Nestle, Mars, and Hershey—were signatories of the massive accord, 

pledging $2 million to investigate the labour practices and eliminate the “Worst Forms of Child Labour,” 

the official term from the International Labour Organization, by 2005. When the July 2005 deadline 

arrived with the industries yet to make major changes, an extension was granted until 2008. 

When the next deadline came and went, a new proposal arose. By 2010, the companies basically 

started anew with a treaty called The Declaration of Joint Action to Support Implementation of the 

Harkin-Engel Protocol. This document pledges to reduce the worst forms of child labour by 70 per cent 

across the cocoa sectors of Ghana and Ivory Coast by 2020. 

In the 15 years since the documentary sparked outrage, there are more child labourers in the cocoa 

industry than ever before. The companies have not only failed to stop the “worst forms of child labour”; 

they’ve seemingly made it worse. A report released on July 30, 2015, from the Payson Centre for 

International Development of Tulane University and sponsored by the U.S. Department of Labour found 

a 51 percent increase in the number of children working in the cocoa industry in 2013-14, compared to 

the last report in 2008-09. The number, they found, now totals 1.4 million. Those living in slave-like 

conditions increased 10 percent from the 2008-09 results, now totaling 1.1 million. The study concludes 

that while “some progress has been made,” the goal of reducing the number of children in the industry 

had “not come within reach.” 

The California plaintiffs’ false-advertising claims against Nestle, Hershey, and Mars are the latest effort 

to pressure the chocolate industry to fix a problem it has known about for more than a decade. “Children 

that are sometimes not even 10 years old carry huge sacks that are so big that they cause them serious 

physical harm,” the complaint alleges. “Much of the world’s chocolate is quite literally brought to us by 

the back-breaking labour of child slaves.” 

The complaint goes into detail about the lives of the estimated 4,000 children allegedly working in forced 

labour conditions harvesting cocoa in the Ivory Coast. Many of the children are sold into slavery, some 

for less than $30; others are kidnapped or tricked into thinking it’s a real job, the complaint alleges. Once 

there, the children are allegedly trapped on isolated farms, threatened with physical abuse, required to 

work even when they are sick, and denied sufficient food. 

In the eyes of Miki Mistrati, an award-winning documentary filmmaker who released a movie on the 

subject in 2014, Shady Chocolate, the lawsuit may help, but it won’t be the answer. “There is no doubt 

that a campaign about the reality in chocolate production will harm the chocolate companies,” Mistrati 

said. “Modern slavery with children is a part of the chocolate industry today. But I do not think that it can 

be the real game changer.” 

Mistrati, who consulted with UNICEF and the U.S. Department of Labour, among others, for his movie, 

http://articles.philly.com/2001-06-24/news/25322992_1_cocoa-farms-slave-labor-world-cocoa-foundation
http://www.childlaborcocoa.org/images/Payson_Reports/Tulane%20University%20-%20Survey%20Research%20on%20Child%20Labor%20in%20the%20Cocoa%20Sector%20-%2030%20July%202015.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z5C7jmrycf0


said he witnessed child slave labour first hand—and believes it can be stopped quickly. “Mars, Hershey, 

and Nestle have had every opportunity to stop the trafficking of children and illegal child slaves,” he said. 

“I have seen small children, 6 years old, being trafficked from Mali to Ivory Coast. It was so 

heartbreaking to watch. But the companies have not had the will to end it for many years. Only empty 

words and expensive advertising instead of using money to pay back to the children on the ground in 

West Africa.” 

Mistrati stressed the importance of Americans taking at least part of the blame. “Consumers have not 

been critical enough,” he said. “They have not asked why a chocolate bar only costs $1 when the cocoa 

comes from Africa. Customers have been too easy to trick with smart ads. This trial is a unique 

opportunity for the world to see how their chocolate is produced and why it is so cheap.” 

Nestle responded quickly to a request for comment on the allegations, calling the lawsuit “without merit” 

and claiming that “proactive and multi-stakeholder efforts” are necessary to eradicate child labour, not 

lawsuits. Of the three chocolate makers, Nestle appears to be taking the lead in fighting child labour. 

The company is the first cocoa purchaser to set up a system for tackling the problem, with concrete 

measures in place. 

The company’s more than $100 million action plan involves building a child labour monitoring and 

remediation system to identify children at risk, enable farmers to run profitable farms, and improve the 

lives of cocoa farming communities. “Child labour has no place in our cocoa supply chain,” a 

spokesperson from Nestle reported. “We are taking action to progressively eliminate it by assessing 

individual cases and tackling the root causes.” 

Mars representatives echoed Nestle’s sentiments on child slave labour, saying the company “shares the 

widely held view that child labour and trafficking is abhorrent and rooted in complex economic, political, 

and social issues.” In an official statement, the company said it was “committed to being part of the 

solution.” 

At the moment, that solution seems vague. Mars, Nestle, and Hershey’s failure to eradicate child labour 

in the cocoa trade boils down to one thing: “cheap labour; dirt cheap.” 

After interviewing Hershey about the 2000 documentary for the Philadelphia Inquirer, Fernandez 

decided to pursue a book on the company’s trust. That book, The Chocolate Trust, was released in 

June. In the final chapter, he remarks on the oddity of a company with roots in child welfare making its 

billions on the backs of child laborers. 

But it’s the 15-year gap that most baffles Fernandez, who remembers being shocked by the initial 

revelations. The fact that alleged child slavery persists to this day seems almost too difficult to believe. 

“The thing is the industry said it would solve it in 2001; then they said they’d do it by 2005”: “What 

happened?” 

 

http://www.nestlecocoaplan.com/
http://www.amazon.com/The-Chocolate-Trust-Deception-Indenture/dp/1933822597

