
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

  

Editor: Mark Little – Rotary Club of Norwich St Edmund, England 

The US Department of 
State has recently  
released (29

th
 June) the 

Trafficking in Persons 
Report 2017 which 
downgrades the anti-
slavery efforts of China, 
DRC, Guinea and Mali to 
its lowest tier, whilst 
noting slight improve-
ments in the efforts of 
Algeria, Burma, Djibouti, 
the Gambia, Haiti, Papua 
New Guinea, Surinam and 
Zimbabwe. 

As usual this annual 
report, which originated as 
a result of the Trafficking 
Victims Protection Act 
(TVPA) 2000, discusses 
the crisis of human 

North Korea uses citizens labour abroad to generate funds 

The TIP report states that 
the Government of North 
Korea “sponsors human 
trafficking through its use 
of forced labor  in prison 
camps, labor  training 
centers, facilitation of 
forced student labor and 
its provision of forced 
labor to foreign com-
panies through bilateral 
contracts”.  

Rotarian Action Group against Slavery 
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2017 TIP Report downgrades China, Mali, Guinea and DRC 

23 nations were included 
on the lowest tier, ie those 
countries which are failing 
to do much to combat 
human trafficking. Apart 
from the countries noted 
above, the Tier 3 list 
includes Iran, North 
Korea, Mauritania, Russia, 
Sudan, Syria and 
Uzbekistan.  

Editors Note: A detailed 
list of the categorization of 
each country can be found 
on page 54 of the TIP 
Report. Please see also   
Matt Friedman’s reflect-
ions on the latest TIP 
report on pages 4 and 5 of 
this Newsletter.  

 

trafficking around the 
world and offers an in-
depth and country-by-
country evaluation of anti-
trafficking efforts and their 
efficacy. 

In the latest report, out of 
the 184 countries 
assessed, only 36 merited 
Tier 1 status, ie those 
countries which meet the 
TVPA’s minimum stand-
ards of fighting human 
trafficking.  80 countries 
earned a Tier 2 rating, ie  
those countries making 
significant efforts to 
comply with TVPA 
standards,  whilst 45 were 
placed on the Tier 2 
Watch List. The remaining 

According to a recent 
report issued by a Seoul 
based human rights 
group, there are about 
50,000 North Korean 
citizens currently working 
in slave-like conditions in 
Russia. These workers 
are paid approximately 
50,000 roubles a month, 
which is the equivalent of 
$840. More than half that 

sum is confiscated by a 
minder from the ruling 
workers Party of North 
Korea and a construction 
crew boss will take 
another 20 percent. The 
human rights group 
estimates that the scheme 
generates approximately 
$120 million each year for 
the North Korean 
Government 

 

 

“It is not easy to crush the human mind, 
but with enough brutality, time and 
indifference to suffering it can be done. 
Around the world it is being done” 
                               (Kevin Bales) 

“It is our hope that the 21st 

century will be the last 

century of human traffic-

king” (Rex Tillerson, US 

Secretary of State) 

 

North Korean workers 

forced to sleep in 

freezing shipping con-

tainers in Russia   

 

https://www.state.gov/j/tip/rls/tiprpt/2017/
https://www.state.gov/j/tip/rls/tiprpt/2017/
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        New Coordinator for Canada – Rob McArthur 
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Robert is a management, technology, and media consultant based in the Greater 
Toronto Area of Ontario, Canada.  He has been a Rotarian for nine years and is the 
2017/2018 President of the Rotary Club of Ajax.  Rob has been on the executive 
boards of many organizations including Minor Baseball and Hockey, Ajax and 
Pickering Rotary Clubs, Durham Youth Shelter, One Parent Families Association, 
and is the Founding Director of the Country Music Association of Ontario.  He is 
currently the creator, co-producer and host, of a cable based TV Show called Helping 
Durham Region.  This show interviews non-profit and charitable organizations and 
has them explain what they do to help the residents of Durham Region, as well as 
inform Durham Region residents what they can do to help the organization.  Rob is 
also the founder of the Not For Profit News Network of Durham Region, where 
organizations share each other’s news and events through the use of each 
organization’s social media resources.  Rob and his wife Lorraine entertain musically 
at festivals, Legions, and retirement communities 
 

         Facing Modern Slavery through Facetime 
 
Megan Moore, high school senior and president of the Mount Desert Island (MDI) 
Interact Club (Maine, USA), wanted to do something to fight human trafficking and 
modern slavery. With the help of the Interact Club and their Rotary Club sponsors, 
Megan led efforts for an awareness and fundraising event at her school. 
  
The MDI Interact Club showed the movie “Sold” about a girl from Nepal trapped in a 
brothel in India. Without a local speaker, they arranged for RAGAS member Carol 
Metzker to speak to the audience in Maine from her home 600 miles away, through 
Facetime.  
  
The result: Interactors and Rotarians learned a lot and made a $1000 donation to 
Voices4Freedom for a School4Freedom project 
 
Editors Note: This article just shows what can be done with technology when a 
speaker/expert on modern slavery is not available locally. It has really given me food 
for thought. 
 

     

         Wanted Active RAGAS Members 
 
             Are you an active member, the kind who would be missed 
             Or are you just contented, to be on our supporters’ list 
 Will you be involved with projects or work in selfless mode 
 Or do you intend to opt out…let others bear the load 
 Will you take an active part to free each victim from pain  

 Or are you one of those…. to whom we plead in vain 

 Think it over members, think just how you’d feel 
 To be a paid up member who turns that Rotary wheel 
 
You can pay or renew your RAGAS membership fee and / or make a donation via the 
website. Here are the relevant page links: 
To pay your membership fee http://ragas.online/membership-2/membership/ 
To make a donation either to RAGAS or our TRF Ending Slavery Now Donor Advised 
Fund http://ragas.online/donations/ 
 

Rob McArthur – President RC of 

Ajaz, District 7070, Canada 

 

http://ragas.online/membership-2/membership/
http://ragas.online/donations/


work building Lusail, a 
skyscraper-packed city 
that is being created to 
host the World Cup Final. 
 
Matt Friedman’s article on 
the US Department’s TIP 
report (see next page) 
highlights the very low 
numbers of victims of 
trafficking reported to 
have been assisted over 
recent years.  
 
For example in  2016 the 
reported figure of 66,520 
assisted represents only 
0.3% if the TIP Report’s 
figure of 21 million 
enslaved is to be used or 
0.14% if the Global 
Slavery Index figure of 46 
million is accepted.   
 
Matt concludes that “the 
world is failing to have an 
impact on addressing this 
global transnational crime 
against humanity. It isn’t 
about any one country not 
doing its part, it is the 
entire world that needs to 
accept responsibility for 
this situation”  
 
As individuals we are 
equally responsible for 
discovering or noticing a 
human trafficking situa-
tion. Whilst victim may 
often be kept behind 
closed doors, they are 
often hidden right in front 
of us at, for example, 
hotels, restaurants, care 
homes, construction sites, 
railway stations, nail bars, 
agricultural settings, fact-
ories, car washes and 
airports.  
 
Traffickers’ use of 
coercion – such as threats 
of deportation or harm to 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

The recent human rights 
report about North 
Koreans being shipped 
abroad to work in Russia 
as “state sponsored 
slaves” is not a new 
initiative. The practice has 
been used since the 
1980’s in many other 
countries as well, to fill the 
communist state's coffers. 
Activists believe that the 
numbers from North 
Korea working abroad is 
well in excess of 100,000. 
 
Whilst Russia is 
acknowledged as the 
biggest recipient of North 
Korean labour, there are 
an estimated 20,000 
workers in the Middle East 
and the same number in 
South East Asia. China 
and Africa have up to 
10,000 each.  
 
In China, many North 
Koreans are sent to work 
gruelling hours in 
sweatshops where they 
are watched over by 
security guards. In the 
Middle East they are often 
forced to toil in sweltering 
and potentially deadly 
temperatures on building 
sites. When they are not 
at work they are kept 
completely isolated from 
the country around them.  
 
Qatar has faced particular 
criticism for its alleged 
exploitation of North 
Korean workers as it 
continues its construction 
programme ahead of 
hosting the 2020 World 
Cup. There are about 
2,800 North Koreans 
workers in the tiny Gulf 
state, some of whom have 
reportedly been put to 
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  Editorial 

 

 

North Korean  workers see their wages 

creamed off by their government. 

 

.  
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the victims or their family 
members -  is so powerful 
that even if we reach out 
to victims, they may be 
afraid to accept our help.  
 
Knowing how to spot a 
trafficked victim and to ask 
the right follow up 
questions will help us to 
act on our gut feeling that 
something is wrong and 
needs reporting.  
 

Sheila Frederick, a Flight 
Attendant with Alaskan 
Airlines, acted on her gut 
instinct and saved a 
young girl from being 
trafficked into slavery. Her 
story is told on page 6 of 
the Newsletter. 
 
On page 7 there is a list of 
indicators which may 
provide clues as to 
whether or not a person is 
a victim of modern 
slavery.  
 
Dotted throughout this 
Newsletter are reports of 
rotary club involved in the  
work on defending human 
rights and combating 
modern slavery. For 
example, on page 5, Carol 
Metzker writes about the 
RC of Philadelphia’s 
support of a Salvation 
Army’s Drop-In Centre for 
victims of sex trafficking.  
 
On page 8, Teresa Moore 
tells us about what she 
and her club are doing to 
champion the cause of 
vulnerable girls and on 
page 9, Estela Landeros 
highlights the work of two 
Clubs in Virginia, which 
are raising awareness 
about human trafficking in 
schools and colleges in 
their region. 
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“The world is failing to have an 

impact on addressing this global 

transnational crime against 

humanity ”   

                          (Matt Friedman) 

                        Reflections on the TIP Report  
                                  by Matt Friedman, CEO Mekong Club 
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The US State Department’s annual Trafficking in Persons report was recently 
released in Washington. For 17 years, this report has offered an important summary 
of country-by-country responses to the trafficking issue globally. One of the notable 
outcomes of this year’s report was the emphasis that China had dropped from the 
“tier two watch list” to ”tier three”, the lowest ranking. 

There are clearly human-trafficking issues that exist within China that need to be 
dealt with, but the same can be said of nearly every country in the world. The 
problem goes beyond the borders of any one country and no country is immune. It is 
truly a global issue. 

According to the report, out of the 21 million trafficked people, the number of victims 
assisted in 2016 was 66,520, down from 77,823 the year before. 

The report represents one of the most important sources of data for those working in 
the field. And yet, the data suggests that, even with all of the government, NGO, UN 
and private-sector efforts combined, the world helped less than 0.5 per cent of the 
victims last year. This figure has remained largely unchanged for the past five years. 

Of positive note is that global convictions were up, from 6,615 in 2015 to 9,071 last 
year, and yet this still represents only about 0.8 per cent of the criminals estimated to 
be profiting from human-trafficking, the proceeds of which exceed US$150 billion. 

The bottom line is this: the world is failing to have an impact on addressing this 
global transnational crime against humanity. It isn’t about any one country not doing 
its part, it is the entire world that needs to accept responsibility for this situation. 
Clearly something needs to change. 

The major reasons often cited for the low numbers of people helped include a lack of 
general awareness, poor data, weak legal systems, limited legislation, insufficient 
resources and limited collaboration in the counter-trafficking community. 

Having worked on this issue for over 28 years, I can confirm that all of these factors 
do exist. But the one thing that I feel is most lacking is a collective, united, cross-
border front to address the problem. 

Human-trafficking is a form of modern-day slavery. We have more slaves today than 
any other time in history. For this issue to be addressed, every country has to do 
their part. Take the positive steps that have been made in other development sectors 
like HIV/AIDS, poverty alleviation and child survival – major breakthroughs occur 
when countries come together and there is a unified response. 

Yet despite the vast number of victims of human-trafficking from across every 
country, there is no “master plan” to address the problem. As a result, many groups 
don’t know how or where they fit into a collective response. 

 

Likewise, governments alone cannot solve this problem. Because of the cross-border 

nature of human-trafficking, collaboration among countries is essential. In addition to 

the governments, NGOs, and multinational bodies such as the UN, we need the 

private sector, faith-based groups, schools and the general public to step up and play 

a role. Having a master plan would help identify the role for each of these 

constituents 
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As part of the Mekong 
Club’s efforts in Asia, our 
organisation works closely 
with corporations to help 
them understand the 
business risks related to 
trafficking. Working in 
partnership with a network 
of businesses, we have 
been able to develop tools 
and techniques to identify 
and address the problem 
as a community. We have 
learned from this 
experience that organisat-
ions are willing to step up 
and provide help if they 
are treated as partners, 

Reflections on the TIP Report – Matt Friedman, (Cont’d)  
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not adversaries. This 
same approach can be 
applied to working with 
major governments 
around the world. 

Every government 
struggles with this 
problem. With so few 
victims being identified, 
we need to revisit the way 
we are doing things. 
There needs to be a joint 
effort that brings the 
international community 
together. Only by 
presenting a united front 
will we be able to address 

this issue at a global as 
well as local level. The 
strengths and weak-
nesses of approaches to 
addressing the issue, as 
profiled in the Trafficking 
in Persons report, can be 
used to identify combined 
solutions. 

This could make the 
difference between 0.5 
per cent of the victims 
being helped now, and 10, 
20, or even 50 per cent 
being helped in the future, 
as better solutions are 
sought. 

 

 

     Philadelphia RC responds to Victims of Sex Trafficking 
           by Carol Metzker, Member of One World Rotary eClub  
 
Victims of sex trafficking are held captive through psychological bonds, as well as 
through physical means. Force, fraud or coercion can include beatings or choking, 
threatening to rape or kill a loved one, false promises of romance, or withholding food. 
  
Some traffickers, or pimps, withhold a victim’s food until a quota of money is received. 
A woman, girl or boy who stands on a street corner or performs sex acts in a 
massage parlor or brothel for 24 hours without food can experience many devastating 
effects. Food deprivation can cause distress, fatigue, inability to think clearly, mood 
swings, trembling, headaches and more.  
  
When a trafficker reintroduces food, a victim often feels elation and associates 
positive emotions with the trafficker…even though the same person who provided the 
food was the same who previously withheld it. An emotional bond occurs as the victim 
sees the perpetrator as the rescuer. Such psychological bonds often keep victims tied 
to traffickers in a similar way that victims of other types of abuse continue to love or 
remain with their abusers. 
  
Many women in the Philadelphia (PA, USA) area who are victims of sex trafficking 
and commercial sexual exploitation come to the "Drop-in Center"—a program of The 
Salvation Army’s New Day to Stop Trafficking Program. At the Drop-in they find food, 
a shower and heat or air conditioning (many live in abandoned buildings without 
electricity), clothing, temporary safety, a place to rest for a while and—when they are 
ready—an exit strategy. 
  
This summer, more than 65 women per day on average are coming to the Drop-in 
Center. The Philadelphia Rotary Club gave a $1000 grant to the center to purchase 
food for the many victims who arrive at the center needing a snack or a meal. Beyond 
providing the basic necessity of nutrition, the gift lets victims know that someone 
cares.  
 
Editor’s Note:  Carol is also a consultant to the Salvation Army’s New Day to Stop 
Trafficking Programme  
 

 

 

 

The Mekong Club was established to 

harness the diverse strength of the private 

sector to help take down the business of 

human slavery and to ask business to play 

a lead role in this fight.  

 

Above: Check presentation in 

Philadelphia to TSA New Day Women’s 

Drop in Center 

 

Below: Outside of TSA New Day Women’s 

Drop in Center – next door to a XXX porn 

shop – exactly where help is needed. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Rotarians against Slavery 

For many of us, planes 

symbolize one thing: 

“vacation”. Indeed, the 

mood on airplanes can be 

quite jovial, with so many 

travelling to and from 

vacation spots, relaxing  

and allowing their worries 

to be washed away. 

Shelia Frederick is a flight 

attendant for Alaskan 

Airlines. One day, whilst 

on a routine flight to San 

Francisco, USA, some-

thing caught her eye. 

A well-dressed man sat 

next to a young, blonde 

girl who was wearing 

shabby looking clothes. 

The little girl looked up 

when Shelia passed by, 

and when she did, Shelia 

felt that the girl's eyes 

were drilling straight into 

her soul. 

When Shelia tried to talk 

to the man, he was 

immediately unpleasant. 

She felt something was 

wrong, and went to the 

plane’s toilet where she 

left a piece of paper and a 

pen. 

As she walked past the 

girl again, she signalled 

for her to go to the 

bathroom. 

The girl followed 

Shelia's instructions, and 

      Flight Attendant Saves Trafficked Victim  
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when Shelia returned to 

the toilet, she found 

devastating words on the 

scrap of paper: "Help me", 

it said.  

Shelia went straight to the 

pilot who helped summon 

the police to meet them 

upon landing in San 

Francisco. 

As it turned out, the girl 

was a victim of human 

trafficking and had been 

kidnapped two months 

earlier.  

This incident happened in 

2011  when the little girl 

was 14 years old. 

Following the incident, 

Shelia became a member 

of Airline Ambassadors 

International, an organ-

ization launched in 2009 

by former flight attendant 

Nancy Rivard to help flight 

attendants get better train-

ing in detecting victims of 

human trafficking. 

Members of the organ-

ization are now working 

with the US Customs and 

Border Police to counter 

human traffic. 

Flight attendants can be 

much better equipped to 

deal with these kinds of 

incidents if they pay 

attention to the right 

warning signs,  

A few weeks after the 

incident, Shelia received a 

phone call – it was the 

young girl she had saved. 

"Thank you for saving my 

life," the girl told her. 

The girl had been reunited 

with her parents and was 

undergoing therapy to 

help her through her 

difficult experience. 

Shelia and the girl are still 

in touch. 

Editors Note:    

Whether it involves sexual 
exploitation, or exploit-
ation in agriculture, 
industry or domestic 
service, a huge proportion 
of slave labour is 
performed by children.  
 
The ILO estimates that 
currently there are about 
10 million children 
engaged in what it calls 
“the worst forms of 
labour”, and within that 
10 million, about 20% 
have been trafficked 
(transported by coercion 
or deception into slavery, 
whether across 
international or regional 
borders). 
 

Sheila Fredrick, Flight Attendant 

  ….If no,  see over page  
 

Below: Alexandra transplanting a 

banana tree stump  
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Knowing the indicators of human trafficking and recognizing the red flags, is a key step in identifying a victim. If the 

suspected victim is alone and any accompanying individual is out of earshot, a few questions may confirm the status 

of the person under review.  

These are some red flags…..If a person 

* is accompanied by someone who appears controlling or threatening  

* is withdrawn and submissive, seems afraid to speak and avoids eye contact. 

* gives vague and inconsistent explanations of where they live or work  

* looks malnourished or unkempt 

* struggles to speak in the language of the region or country  

* has visible bruises or cuts or other signs of physical abuse  

* is reluctant to explain how the injuries have occurred  

* always wears the same clothes or wears clothes unsuitable for the work being carried out  

* is never left alone   

* is tearful or shows signs of distress 

* does not appear to be in control of his/her own finances 

* has no identification such as a licence, passport or other ID documents 

 

In addition, children and young persons might show the following signs 

 

* have an unclear relationship with the accompanying adult 

* give inconsistent information about their age or school attended  

 
 Asking the following questions, may help determine whether or not the recipient is a victim: 
 

* Can you leave your job, situation or house when you want ? 

* Can you come and go as you please ? 

* Have you been threatened if you leave ? 

* Has anyone threatened you or your family ? 

* What are your working or living conditions like ? 

* Where did you get those bruises or is anyone hurting you ? 

* Where do you sleep or eat ?  

* Do you live with or near your employer ? Does your employer provide you with housing ?  

* Do you have to ask permission to eat, sleep or go to the bathroom ? 

*  Is there a lock on your door so you cannot get out ? 

* Do you owe a debt to anyone ?  

* Are you being forced to do anything you don’t want to do ? 

 

If you suspect a person is a victim of HT, contact the appropriate national helpline which differs in different 

countries. (see over page for helpline numbers) 

 

 Spotting a Victim of Human Trafficking  
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                Spotting a Victim of Human Trafficking (Cont’d)  

                                                             
If you suspect a person is a victim of HT, contact the appropriate national helpline which differs in different 

countries, eg 

 

USA - the hotline number operated by POLARIS is 1.888.373.7888. This is a toll-free hotline, available to answer calls 

from anywhere in the United States, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week in more than 200 languages. Polaris also offers a 

BeFree textline. Text “Befree” 233733 

 

UK -  the modern slavery hotline operated by UNSEEN UK is 08000 121 700. Also, THE SALVATION ARMY runs a 

confidential Referral Helpline on 0300 3038151 which is available 24 hours a day, seven days a week. 

 

An international list of help/hot lines is available on the Action Group’s website (see link below). The list was 

constructed in March 2016 and will need to be updated as some changes will have been made since that date. For 

example the relevant UK help line is now being operated by UNSEEN UK (as noted above).  Click on link below to see 

the international list.    

http://ragas.online/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/Help-lines-around-the-globe.pdf   
 

 

                                           Post Bag 

Dear Editor 

I just want to say that there are many things that Rotarians can do in small ways to combat human trafficking. 
One way that our club is doing this is to support an organization called "Days for Girls"   
 
Young girls in third world countries are being sexually exploited continuously so that they can get feminine 
hygiene products to meet their normal physical needs. Many girls are raped by their teachers and school leaders 
so they can stay in school. Days for Girls provides reusable feminine hygiene kits that can last for several years, 
thus insuring that girls can attend school and break the pattern of poverty in their families. The girls are also 
taught about self defense, normal maturation and personal hygiene and how to protect themselves against 
human trafficking. 
 
I'm preparing to become a trainer and am also actively promoting this program to recruit others to help. Our 
club has joined other district clubs in a global grant with the Agra, India Rotary club to promote this project and 
are taking two groups between October and January to serve thousands of girls.   
 
I know this program can change the world. Rotary should look at this grassroots effort that has spread to 60 
nations and helped 600,000 girls so far. We have the resources to make a huge difference in the lives of girls and 
women who are being treated in the most inhumane manner. 
 
It's shameful that Rotary has not championed the cause for women. Personally,  I feel frustrated that the 
Rotarian leaders are still mostly men and that some of the culture of Rotary members are very male dominated 
thus they are insensitive to women's issues and treatment. 
 
Thanks for your courage to champion this cause! My study of this issue has lead me to believe there is a 
worldwide assault going on that is greater than any plague that we have ever seen against women and children 
which destroys the sanctity of the family, the bedrock unit of society. We must use every opportunity to fight 
against this in every way we can! 
 
Teresa M. Moore  
Brigham City Rotary President 2016-2017 
District 5420, USA 
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                                Post Bag (Cont’d)     
       

Dear Editor 

Following your progress from the start, I offer my congratulations to you and 

everyone at RAGAS. It is heartening to see the rapid progress you have made, 

including your excellent newsletter. 

Supporting several organizations with the same aim it is so good to see the way new 

causes have been featured and the general change in awareness I have personally 

observed in people’s attitude, just wonderful. 

And thank you for putting Rotary into the fore-front of the overall fight. 

Regards 

Walter Bock 

RC of Burwood 

District 9675, Australia 

 

 

         Increasing Human Trafficking Awareness 

            by Estela Landeros, RC of West Springfield, VA, USA – District 7610  
 

Partners/Goal 
 
The Rotary Clubs of Springfield and West Springfield Virginia have partnered with the 
Just Ask Trafficking Prevention Project to initiate a statewide program to help 
increase awareness about human trafficking.  The program will start with 25 high 
schools and one community college that will serve as the initial focal point of a 
campaign that will train; students, parents, teachers, and community leaders. 
 
Background/Objective 
Based on the average number of students in schools, their parents, and the affected 
community members, this project is initially expected to reach and serve over 
125,000 people (5000 per campaign) in Northern Virginia.  This awareness 
campaign will establish a sustainable and cost-effective model that allows 
expediential growth and capacity to deliver preventative training to additional 
communities within Virginia, throughout the US and globally. 
 
Plan 
Each campaign will have an “Ambassador” which will be a designated Rotarian as a 
point of contact to work directly with Just Ask.  Once each Ambassador is trained 
he/she will be responsible for gathering volunteers from each club and within the 
community surrounding the area where training will be conducted.  The Rotarians 
and volunteers will be trained utilizing the trainer methodology with standardized 
material being provided by Just Ask.   
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Increasing Human Trafficking Awareness (Cont’d) 

 
Our partners at Just Ask bring years of robust knowledge of trafficking through its 
teams of subject matter experts who have worked in both the trafficking and 
educational prevention field for many years.  
 
The Ambassador will also be responsible for identifying key organizations and 
stakeholders within their local community such as; faith-based organizations, civic 
organizations, youth organizations, law enforcement, fire and rescue, elected 
officials, healthcare professionals, and the hospitality industry to also receive training 
and possibly become trainers.   
 
Success  
Each campaign will be measured by keeping track of those receiving training and 
educational materials. A pre and post survey and/or evaluation will be conducted at 
each school to determine the level effectiveness and retention of educational 
materials presented. Schools will also be invited to have students create their own 
posters and materials to further disseminate and increase awareness within the local 
community.  
 
 
Additional program enhancements 
The Just Ask Program is designed to not only be adaptable to specific communities 
of varying cultures, but is also designed to be expand and enhance its efforts.  This 
will be accomplished but not limited to various activities such as; Fun Run/Walk, 
sports tournament, and community picnics.  These additional activities would be 
organized and staffed in a similar fashion as the core program with Rotarians, 
volunteers and technical assistance (ideas, planning, needs, effective methods of 
message delivery) provided by Just Ask. 
 
For more information about future participation, please contact: 
 
Mr. Ralph Menzel, President, Rotary Club of West Springfield, VA   
ralphmenzelrotarian@gmail.com 
 
Mr. Daniel “Kaz” Kasmierski, President, Rotary Club of Springfield, VA 
dkasmierski@gmail.com 
 
Ms. Estela Landeros, Project Director estelald@me.com 
 
Ms. Enola Thaboun, West Springfield Project Lead, ethaboun@andrewsfcu.org 
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Project Opportunity in India  – Acquisition of a 26 Seater Vehicle 
 
YouCanFreeUs is an anti-slavery organization based in Mumbai which rescues women and 

children who are trapped in slavery and commercial sexual exploitation. Once rescued they 

are brought to one of the two safe houses which the organization runs in the city, where they 

start their journey to freedom. During a rehabilitation period of 18 to 24 months, the 

organization provides each woman with 24/7 long-term psychosocial care, medical treatment, 

legal and financial advice, life skills and vocational training.  

Each day, 25 women in their rehabilitation programme have to be taken from their safe 

houses to the NGO’s training centre in Mumbai. At the moment the organization is using a 6 

seater Toyota Innova which has to make multiple trips resulting in delays in classes and loss 

of efficiency. Alternative public transport brings security issues to these vulnerable women 

and is not recommended. The organization also has weekly trips planned which includes 

movies, industry visits, museums, parks etc. This is a necessary approach in their recovery 

process to enable them to fully re-enter society.  

SOLUTION: YouCanFreeUs has identified a 26 Seater Force Traveller at a cost of INR 

14,50,000: US$ 22,000: £17,800. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
So far funds totalling £3,025 have been donated by the Rotary Clubs of Norwich St Edmund, 
Ipswich Wolsey, Lowestoft South and Swaffham (District 1080), Croydon South (District 1145) 
and by Norwich Friendship Group and St Fursey’s Orthodox Community, Sea Palling, Norfolk, 
England. 

 
Can you help with the funding of this urgently needed vehicle ?  If you wish to donate in 
£ sterling contact Mark Little, RAGAS Chair at littlebmar@gmail.com or  Clarissa Anderson, 
Director of YouCanFreeUs UK at clarissa@youcanfree.us.    If you wish to donate in US$ 
contact Sujo John, Founder and Head of YouCanFreeUs in Texas, USA with a copy to Mark 
Little. Sujo John’s email address is  sujo@sujojohn.com . If you wish to donate in any other 
currency, please contact RAGAS Treasurer, Stephen Sypula at stephen@sgrc.org.uk or 
donate through the website which is www.ragas.online 
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RAGAS Board for 2017/18 

 
Chairman:            Mark Little, RC of Norwich St Edmund (D1080), England. littlebmark@gmail.com 
Vice Chairman     Dave McCleary, RC of Roswell (D6900), USA  dmccleary@fms-inc.us    
Vice Chairman:    Stephen Sypula, RC of Stevenage Grange (D1260), England. stephen@sgrc.org.uk 
Secretary:            Harry Payne, RC of Burnham on Crouch (D1240), England.     
                                                                                                            harrypayne1@btinternet.com                                              
Treasurer and 
Webmaster:         Stephen Sypula, RC of Stevenage Grange (D1260), England. stephen@sgrc.org.uk 
Board Member    Tony Stokes, RC Box Hill Central (D9810), Australia  stokes9@optusnet.com.au   
Board Member:   Marleina Broadhurst, RC e francophone (D9920),  marleina_broadhurst@yahoo.com  
Board Member:   Chuck Fitzgerald, RC of Peoria (D5495), USA  chuckfitzgerald@gmail.com                                                                                                                    
Board Member:   Nikki Young, RC of Diss & District (D1080), England  nikyoung.ny@gmail.com    
Board Member:   Judith Diment, RC of Maidenhead Thames (D1090), England judith@thediments.co.uk 
Board Member:   Gillian Booth-Yudleman, RC Bay View Claremont (D9455), Australia 
                                                                                                                    shreveportgb@hotmail.com 

 

RAGAS Coordinators 

 
USA                        Dave McCleary (For contact details see above)                                
                               Chuck Fitzgerald, RC of Peoria (D5490), USA chuckfitzgerald@gmail.com 
                               Caleb LaPlante, RC of Greater Grants Pass, (D5110)  caleblaplante@gmail.com 
                               George Belitsos, RC of Ames, (D6000)  gbelitsos55@gmail.com 
                               Jill Bolander Cohen, RC of Semitone County South (6890)  
                                                                                                   jillbolandercohen@livemail.com 
                              Jack Higgins, RC Los Altos, (D5710)  jhigginsmd1@gmail.com 
Canada                  Robert MacArthur, RC of Ajax, (D7070)  info@robmac.org 
 
Southern Africa      Philip Frankel, RC of Rosebank (D9400), South Africa philipfrankel100@gmail.com 
Oceania and parts  David Black, RC of Dunedin Central (D9980), New Zealand 
 of SE Asia:                                                                                          dblack@mainlandpoultry.co.nz 
India:                      Mark Barnes , RC of Mumbai Boravali East (D3140), mark.barnes254@gmail.com  
                               Kameswar Singh Elangbam, RC of Shillong, (D3240) dreksingh@gmail.com                                                                                               
Pakistan                 Munir Ahmed, RC of Rawalpindi (D3272)  moontraders4@gmail.com 
Italy:                       Laura Dryjanska, RC of Roma Centenario (D2080), Italy.                         
                                                                                                              Laura.dry@windowslive.com 
Philippines   Ernesto Perez, RC Makati Central (D3830), Philippines  evperezlaw@gmail.com 
 

Australian States                         
 
 Victoria   Tony Stokes, RC of Box Hill Central (D9810)  stokes9@optusnet.com.au 
 Western   Gillian Booth- Yudleman,   RC of Bay View Claremont (D9455) 
                                  shreveportgb@hotmail.com 
 South                  Teresa Evans, RC of Salisbury, (D9500)  teresa1407@hotmail.com 
   

RAGAS Ambassador 
 

Victoria, Australia  Robyn Stokes, RC of Box Hill Central  (D9810)  robyn.stokes@optusnet.com 
England, Geoff Knipe, RC of Oundle, D1070)  gsk146@gmail.com 

 

 
                                     RAGAS Website:  www.ragas.online  
 
Disclaimer: The views expressed by the contributors are not necessarily those of the 

Editor or of the RAGAS Board 
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