
ACTION PLAN of 
THE PROPOSED ROTARIAN ACTION GROUP AGAINST CHILD SLAVERY 

 
 
1.   Mission Statement 
 
The Mission Statement of the proposed Rotarian Action Group against Child Slavery is: 
 

¶ To create awareness in Rotarian circles and within the wider public influence of the plight of millions of 
children who are physically and mentally held in servitude as slaves for commercial gain. 
 

¶ To take action by encouraging Rotarians to support, promote and work with anti-slavery bodies in 
developing programmes, campaigns and projects that will help to make child slavery history.    

 
2.   Scope of the Group 
 
The proposed Action Groupôs main concern is the elimination of ñchild slaveryò ï an abhorrent  practice which is 
illegal in every country in the world and which involves the total control of children for the purpose of economic 
exploitation. A slave is defined as someone who is ñforced to work, who is unpaid, unable to leave and is 
controlled by violence or the threat of violenceò. This definition excludes from the remit of the Action Group, 
those children who may be working because they may be the only breadwinners in their family, but who are at 
least paid something for their efforts. But for these unfortunates, at least they have a choice, albeit a very difficult 
one, to work or not to work, to leave or not to leave. Attempting to tackle the broader issue of ñchild labourò would 
be a bridge too far for the Action Group.     
 
3.  The Need for a Rotarian Action Group. 
 
This section summarizes the reasons why there is a need for a Rotarian Action Group against Child Slavery. 
Annex A provides a fuller explanation of that need.  
 

¶ There is a continual and global increase in the number of children taken into slavery. 

¶ Rotaryôs own Code of Policies (Article 8) urges Rotarians to defend the rule of law, to preserve the 
liberty of all individuals and to uphold the principles of justice for human kind.  (See Annex B) 

¶ Rotarians may be involved directly or indirectly in the use of forced labour. 

¶ Slavery is contrary to the principles enshrined in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948) 

¶ Anti-slavery organizations need support because they are few in number and have little funds. 

¶ An Action Group supported by the RI Board would be a major fillip for those who have already started 
working with anti-slavery organizations. 

¶ The time is ripe to end slavery. (See Annex C) 

¶ The impetus for action comes from past Rotary leaders who have asked us to protect all children, speak 
up for higher ethical and moral standards and to change what is wrong in the world. (See Annex D) 

 
4. Strategy for achieving Mission Statement     
 

¶ Produce a regular Action Group Newsletter which will  
a)  keep members informed of new and existing slavery and anti-slavery issues 
b)  provide an outlet for clubs to publicize their anti-slavery initiatives and projects. This dissemination of 

information about successful projects will encourage action elsewhere  
c)  highlight anti-slavery projects (initiated by rotary clubs and other organizations) which require support 
d)  enable members to express their opinions on relevant issues 
e)  remind members of their ethical responsibilities 
f)  encourage Rotarians to join the Action Group 
g)  invite informative contributions from external organizations and experts 
h)  publicize (and may promote) anti-slavery initiatives and legislation from Governments, NGOs etc   

 



¶ Maintain and improve current website which will   
a)  maintain a record of previous articles, eg Newsletters, Fact Sheets for easy access by members 
b)  publicize the Action Groupôs goals and objectives 
c)  furnish lists of anti-slavery organizations and grass roots activists to encourage funding support  
d)  encourage increased membership to promote and activate further anti-slavery action/projects  
e)  provide resource material for members who wish to educate themselves about child slavery, to take 

practical steps to help in the struggle to combat slavery and to make presentations to other clubs. 
f)  provide links to relevant sites which publicize and take action against child slavery  

     

¶ Take a stand at Rotary Conferences and Conventions for the purposes of 
a)  publicizing the existence of the Action Group  
b)  creating awareness of  child slavery and trafficking   
c)  encouraging new members in order to increase the potential for awareness and action 
d)  providing and receiving information on relevant child slavery issues 
e)  distributing relevant leaflets of the Action Group and those of other anti-slavery organizations  

 
   

¶ Make presentations on child slavery to schools, Rotary clubs, Rotary district conferences and other non-
Rotary organizations. Encourage clubs and districts to invite relevant speakers. 
    

¶ Organize rotary and team visits to child slave rehabilitation centres, trafficking shelters etc both at home 
and abroad, with a view to assessing needs at grass roots level and the support which can be given either 
in practical, hands-on or in financial terms.    
 

¶ Encourage and promote relevant speakers at District, national and RI Conferences and Conventions. 
 

¶ Provide relevant copy for Rotary magazines, newspapers and periodicals at every opportunity. 
 

 
 
   
5.  Examples of how the strategies are currently being achieved. 
 

¶ The current membership of the Action Group of Rotarians against Child Slavery is 700 plus in 47 countries. 
The more members we have, the greater is the potential for raising awareness of the evils of child slavery 
and for participating in projects which have the effect of rescuing, rehabilitating and reintegrating children 
who have been enslaved and preventing new victims.    

¶ One of the best methods of raising awareness and taking action is through the medium of a regular 
Newsletter and backed up by an effective website. The first Newsletter was issued in July 2009. The latest 
Newsletter ie number 33 was issued in September 2012. The website and its contents, which includes all 
previous Newsletters, can be viewed at www.racsrag.org. 

¶ The Action Group has taken a stand in the House of Friendship at the RI Conventions in Birmingham, 
Montreal and Bangkok. At the last RI Convention, the Group obtained 180 new members from the following 
countries: Taiwan, India, Philippines, Kenya, Thailand, Pakistan, Uganda, Nigeria, Egypt, Canada, 
England, Indonesia, Jordan, Nepal, Australia, Ireland, Lesotho, Singapore, Ghana, France, Hong Kong, 
Scotland, Sri Lanka, New Zealand. Stands have also been taken at the national RIBI Conference and at 
District Conferences. A presence in a Rotary House of Friendship is an excellent method of raising 
awareness and obtaining new members.      

¶ Annex E provides a list of completed projects, which is evidence of the action which has already 
been taken by members since the formation of the Action Group. This indicates that the Group is 
an action group made up of members who are conducting hands-on projects with and for survivors 
of human trafficking/child slavery. 

¶ A significant number of presentations on the issue of child slavery have been made by various members of 
the Action Group. Indeed more and more members are requesting material for such presentations.  , 

http://www.racsrag.org/


¶ One prominent members of the Group has just had a book published on the subject. ñFacing the Monster ï 
How one person can fight child slaveryò was written by Rtn Carol Metzker from the RC of West Chester 
Downtown. See website www.facingthemonster.com  The book highlights, inter alia, the increasing and 
effective role of Rotarians in the fight against child slavery, refers to the various Action Group projects and 
demonstrates unequivocally that we are an action group..   

¶ The Group was successful in attracting a UN Inter Agency Project Manager (Matt Friedman) to give a 
presentation on Human Trafficking at its first organized breakout session at the Impact Centre at the RI 
Convention in Bangkok in May 2012. The session was well attended by delegates. Since then the Group 
has been in constant contact with Mr Friedman for advice on human trafficking issues. Mr Friedman has 
also contributed an article to the Groupôs Newsletter. 

¶ Since the formation of the Action Group, team and individual visits have been made to rehabilitation and 
trafficking shelters which have already resulted in several completed and anticipated projects. Examples of 
some of these visits and clubs involved are shown in the table below. A full list would require a separate 
Annex.  

 
        Visits to                            Type of Centre                 Date             Rotarians from 
                
        Bal Vikas Ashram, India     Boys Rehab Centre          Nov 2010       Hertford, Norwich St Edmund & 
                                                                                                                   Stevenage Grange (UK) 
                                                                                                                   West Chester Downtown (USA)   
                                                                                                                    Esbjerg-Fano, Rosenholm (Denmark) 
        Punarnawa Ashram, India   Girls Trafficking Shelter   Nov 2010        Norwich St Edmund (UK)    
 
        Punarnawa Ashram, India   Girls Trafficking Shelter   Nov 2011        West Chester Downtown (USA) 
 
        Dawnôs Place                     Survivors of human          Regular           West Chester Downtown, Central    
                                                      & Sex Trafficking            visits             Chester County, West Chester (USA) 
 
        Covenant House                 Shelter for Youths          Aug 2012         West Chester Downtown & 
                                                  (incl Survivors of Human                          Frankford-NE Philadelphia (USA) 
                                                    & Sex Trafficking)  
 
        Rescue Mission for            Trafficking Shelter for                              Honolulu, Washington DC,(USA)   
        Children Centre                  Boys and Girls                 May 2012        Dunedin Central, Queenstown (NZ) 
                                                                                                                   Exton Frazer, Newport-Irvine, 
                                                                                                                   Washington DC, Honolulu (USA) 
                                                                                                                   Walkerville (Australia) 
                                                                                                                   Livingstone (Zambia)           
                                                                                                    
6. The benefits of the anti-child slavery projects 
 
Projects and programmes to assist children who have been rescued from slavery and to raise public awareness 
of the persisting crime will have both immediate and long-term results.  
 
Results of projects for rehabilitation centres and shelters include immediate positive benefits to individual 
childrenôs survival, health and well-being. For example the installation of a Bio-Gas oven at Punarnawa Ashram  
enables food to be cook at NIL cost and also provides the means for teaching cooking skills. The provision of 
solar-powered lamps will provide light and additional security to protect the rescued children from being 
snatched back by their previous slave masters. From past experience this is a continual concern for all rescue 
shelters. The provision of more vehicles will facilitate child-slave rescue operations and transportation to 
medical/psychological appointments, court cases and home villages. The purchase of tools for child slave 
rehabilitation centres is essential not only for teaching new vocational skills, but also for providing the inmates 
who graduate from these centres with the means of reintegrating back into their villages. They can do this by 
setting up a new business using the skills they have learnt at their rehabilitation centres and are thus able to live 
an independent life with the benefit of any governmental compensation they may be entitled to. Other proposed 

http://www.facingthemonster.com/


Action Group projects will provide additional basic necessities, eg food, clothing etc for the rescued child. 
 
Providing educational materials such as books will result in both immediate and long-term outcomes. When 
children receive education during the rehabilitation process, they will receive a basic foundation which will 
enable them to grow into skilled or professional workers and also help them to understand that their basic 
human rights as a citizen. This knowledge coupled with an increased awareness of the pitfalls awaiting the 
vulnerable helps to prevent further generations slipping into slavery. In the immediate term, when rescued child 
slaves receive an education during rehabilitation, they tend to share those new found skills with other children 
when they return to their village homes. Such skills increase the likelihood for numerous childrenôs eventual self-
sufficiency.  
 
Raising public awareness and accomplishing projects help to make inroads into eradicating child slavery. There 
are profound long-term socio-economic benefits for developing villages when slaves are returned to freedomð
what slavery expert Professor Kevin Bales calls the ñfreedom dividend.ò Wages rise because workers no longer 
compete against products made with slave labour. As adults, freed slaves tend to work harder when they reap 
the fruits of their efforts; they innovate, contribute to society, pay taxes that support collective projects, and 
spend increased income on goods that help to sustain their families.. Such factors lead to economic stability and 
prosperity. Ending slavery contributes to ending poverty, and vice versa. 
 
Ultimately, the  Action Groupôs projects will affect peopleôs freedom, socio-economic stability and address most 
of Rotary Internationalôs areas of focus, eg maternal and child health, basic education, economic and community 
development and peace and conflict resolution. 
 
7. Summary statement 
 
Over two hundred years after the UK Parliament passed the Abolition of the Slave Trade Act, more children than 
ever before languish in slavery, forced to work, under threat of violence and for no pay. On the African 
Continent, hundreds of thousands are considered chattel and slavery is accepted as an everyday social 
institution, whilst on the Indian sub-continent millions languish in generational debt bondage . Across the globe, 
young girls sold for sex and labour, are already the second most lucrative commodity for organized crime.   
 
Today we have a choice on this issue. We can either despair that exploitation is an age old problem, that human 
nature never changes, that in any case slavery is a problem for government and then do nothing. Or we can 
remember the tenets of the 4-Way Test, Part 2 of the Objects of Rotary and Rotary Internationalôs Code of 
Policies in relation to basic human rights and then do our utmost to help eradicate this evil practice. As Rotarians 
we battle successfully against killer diseases, low literacy levels, poverty, lack of water and non existent 
sanitation, so why should we not use our expertise to end child slavery.   
 
Two key obstacles stand in the way of this objective: lack of resources and lack of awareness. In a world where 
most people loath slavery, awakening their awareness willl unleash great power. When we come to know that 
we are living in a world with slaves, that their stolen labour and lives, feed into our shops, our businesses and 
our homes, the urge to act will become irrepressible. When that urge, that desire that all should be free, sweeps 
across our world, the end of slavery will be near. From that desire will flow the resources needed to get the job 
done and the liberators needed to help more and more slaves to walk freely. 
 
The approval by the RI Board for a Rotarian Action Group against Child Slavery would be a significant step in 
the global struggle to eradicate the evil practice which someone once described as ñthe most disgracefully 
overlooked crime against humanityò 
 
8. Expertise of its founding members 
 
Please see Annex F 
 
 
                                                                                                                    Mark Little 
                                                                                                                    5 November 2012   



                                                                                                                                         ANNEX A                                                                                                                           
                                                                                                                                      
                        Reasons for an Action Group against Child Slavery 
 
 
1.   In the last 10 years there has been a continual and significant increase globally in the number of children 
who are being taken from their families, sometimes even out of their home country and forced to work without 
pay. According to the International Labour Organization, there are 8.4 million children worldwide engaged in 
what it calls ñthe worst forms of labourò. Whilst Rotarians have been battling successfully for many years against 
killer diseases, low literacy levels, poverty, lack of water and non-existent sanitation, the struggle to protect the 
basic human rights and the liberties of children has never featured on Rotary Internationalôs radar. The formation 
of a Rotarian Action Group will help to redress the situation. 
  
2.  Although the word ñslaveryò no longer exists in RIôs Code of Policies, the Code does urge Rotarians to defend 
the rule of law, to preserve the liberty of the individual and to uphold the principles of justice for human kind. How 
can Rotarians protect children from abuse, violence and slavery, if they are unaware that children are being 
exploited in the first place ? In the absence of a relevant Action Group, who will expose examples of child 
exploitation ?  Who will encourage Rotary action on these issues ? Who will remind Rotarians how best to take 
action ?  Who will suggest the construction of schools to take vulnerable children off the streets and out of the 
reach of the traffickers ?  The answer is an Action Group of Rotarians. 
 
3.  Many businesses and local economies are based on the use of child slave labour. As most Rotarians are 
business and professional people, it follows that there is a possibility of Rotarians being involved, either directly 
or indirectly in this activity. So someone or somebody needs to remind Rotarians, from time to time, of their 
ethical responsibilities under RIôs Code of Policies or Part 2 of the Object of Rotary. These ethical responsibilities 
are highlighted in Annex B to this Action Plan. Raising an awareness of basic human rights and the need to 
protect them can be achieved through relevant projects initiated and stimulated by the Action Group or its 
individual members. 
 
4.  Every day, more people learn that slavery exists, even within their own communities and that products they 
touch daily often are made with slave labour. Organizations like CNN and Google are becoming involved in this 
awareness campaign. Here is an opportunity for Rotary International (through one of its Action Groups) to also 
raise awareness of the use of slave labour and to add to its credibility as a humanitarian force for good in this 
world.  
 
5.  All countries have ratified the principles enshrined in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948) and 
other human rights conventions, but many do not enforce them. It is left to anti-slavery organizations to remind, 
encourage and exhort governments, local authorities, communities and individuals to honour their obligations to 
protect the human rights of their own citizens. But they need help. 
 
6.  Anti-slavery organizations are few in number and have little funds. These organizations therefore need extra 
support from elsewhere to help them achieve their aims. Rotary International being a global organization is well 
placed to help in this global problem. Rotarians have already shown that they are a major force in reducing polio 
worldwide. They can also be hugely influential in helping to eradicate slavery from the face of the globe.  
 
7.  The struggle to eradicate child slavery in the polio endemic countries is especially important bearing in mind 
that traffickers and slave holders are not upright and responsible citizens taking all their charges to polio 
immunization booths or other vaccination clinics. There is a rhyme in India which translated into English says 
ñEven if one child is missed, consider that the cycle of immunization is brokenò In such circumstances there is a 
danger that the existence of child slavery will perpetuate the existence of polio. 
  
8.   Ratification of the proposed Action Group by the RI Board would be a major fillip for those Rotarians who 
have already started supporting the work of anti-slavery activists. It will also result in an escalation of projects 
(facilitated by the Action Group) which will benefit (through rescue, rehabilitation and reintegration) the millions of 
young victims and survivors of human trafficking and forced labour.      



                                                                                                                                   ANNEX  B 
 

                                                   Rotarians Ethical Responsibilities 
 
 
 
RIôs Code of Policiesé.Article 8.050.3 
 
Rotarians should  
   - defend the rule of law and order to preserve liberty of the individual so that all may enjoy freedom of  
            thought, speech and assembly, freedom from persecution and aggression, and freedom from want and 
            fear, 
   - uphold the principles of justice for humankind, realizing that these are fundamental and must be 
            worldwide. 
 
 
The 2

nd
 Object of Rotary 

 
To encourage and foster the ideal of service above self as a basis of worthy enterprise and, in particular, to 
encourage and foster: 
        - High ethical standards in business and professions; the recognition of the worthiness of all useful 
            occupations; and the dignifying by each Rotarian of his occupation as an opportunity to serve society. 
 
 
The 4-Way Test 
 
Of the things we think, say or do 
1. Is it the TRUTH 
2. Is it FAIR to all concerned 
3. Will it build GOODWILL & BETTER FRIENDSHIPS 
4. Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned. 
     
Rotary Code of Conduct 
 
As a Rotarian, I will 
 
1. Exemplify the core value of integrity in all behaviours and activities 
2. Use my vocational experience and talents to serve in Rotary. 
3. Conduct all of my personal, business, and professional affairs ethically, encouraging and fostering high 
            ethical standards as an example to others. 
4. Be fair in all dealings with others and treat them with the respect due to them as fellow human beings. 
5. Promote recognition and respect for all occupations which are useful to society. 
6. Offer my vocational talents: to provide opportunities for young people, to work for the relief of the special 
            needs of others, and to improve the quality of life in my community. 
7. Honour the trust that Rotary and fellow Rotarians provide and not do anything that will bring disfavor or 
            reflect adversely on Rotary or fellow Rotarians. 
8. Not seek from a fellow Rotarian a privilege or advantage not normally accorded others in a business or 
            professional relationship..     
               
 
 
 
 
 
 



                                                                                                                                              ANNEX C  
 

                                           The time is ripe to end slavery 
 
 
The 19th century slavery abolitionists not only achieved their goals, they also helped to establish a human rights 
paradigm upon which all subsequent struggles for justice have been built. It is unacceptable that today we do not 
show the same audacity of ambition in trying to end the struggle that they began. If ever there was a tipping 
point where slavery is ripe for extinction, it is definitely now. Certainly many of the obstacles faced by the 
abolitionists of the past have already been removed so we have no excuse to allow this evil practice to continue.  
 
First, there is no longer an economic argument to be won. The end of slavery threatens no countryôs livelihood, 
and the cost of ending slavery is just a fraction of the amount that freed slaves will pump back into the economy. 
 
The second advantage for todayôs abolitionists is that the moral argument is already won. Every country 
condemns slavery and no ethnic majority or powerful religious group argues that slavery is desirable or 
acceptable.   
 
The third great advantage is that there is no legal argument to be won. For the most part, the necessary national 
and international laws are already on the books. Around the world some of these laws need updating and 
expanding and some need their penalties increasing, but nowhere on earth is slavery legal. Indeed todayôs 
struggle to end slavery should be easier than the struggle facing the 19th century abolitionists. We do not have 
to violate laws to help victims as the early abolitionists did. Bringing an end to slavery merely requires the will to 
enforce laws, not campaigns to make new ones.    
 
                           

                                                                                                                                                
                                                                                                                                ANNEX D                                                                                                                                       
                                  

                   The Action Group is acting upon the advice of its Rotary leaders 
 
 
The idea to form a Rotarian Action Group against Child Slavery was made during the RI Presidency of DK Lee. 
When DK Lee addressed the incoming District Governors in San Diego in January 2008 he said ñIn 2008/09 I 
will ask you all to Make Dreams Real for the worldôs children. This will be our theme and my challenge to youò. 
He challenged the audience to do their part to give children ñhope and a chance at a futureò.  Sadly children who 
are used as slaves have little chance of a future unless they are freed from their factory prisons. One of the aims 
of the proposed Action Group is to galvanize Rotarians all over the world to take action by getting involved with 
projects whose main aims are the rescue, rehabilitation and reintegration of children who have been subjected to 
slavery. 
 
Rotarians today have an excellent opportunity to speak up for higher ethical and moral standards and to take 
action against deplorable practices such as Child Slavery. Whilst Rotary has seen many changes over the last 
four decades, its principles have remained steadfast. In 1976 RI President Robert Lancaster stated:  ñWhether or 
not the ethical climate in business is higher or lower today, each of us has an opportunity to speak up for higher 
standards. And for each person willing to voice his conviction, there are others who are willing to follow and be 
influenced by that kind of leadershipò  If other organizations like Google and CNN can take a stance against the 
abomination of child slavery, so should the greatest service organization in the world.   
 
At the RI Convention in New Orleans in May 2011 RI President Elect Kalyan Banerjee asked the delegates the 
question - why are we in Rotary ?  He answered his own question. He said ñI believe we are here because we 
care and because we see both whatôs wrong in the world and whatôs righté.we are not here to listen to the 
naysayers, the doom mongers, those who say the world can be no better than it is, so why even try to change ? 
We are here because we believe in changeò     
 



                                                                                                                                      ANNEX  E 

                                                                                   

                                           ANTI -SLAVERY PROJECTS  
                   

               COMPLETED BY ACTION GROUP MEMBERS SINCE 2009   

 

Purchase of a Motor Bike ï Child Slave Rehab Centre for Boys, Nr Allahabad, India 

 

The first project undertaken by the newly formed Action Group against Child Slavery, was the 

purchase in late 2009, of a Suzuki motor bike, helmet and accessories for the field staff of Bal Vikas 

Ashram, a Child Slave Rehabilitation Centre near Allahabad, India. The bike was provided to enable 

the staff of the Centre to monitor the progress of boys who have completed their rehabilitation and 

education at the Centre and who have returned to their home villages. Funding was provided by the 

Rotary Clubs of Norwich St Edmund, England and West Chester Downtown, Pennsylvania. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 
    The bike newly arrived at the Ashram in 2009          US & UK Rotarians checking out the bike in 2010 

 

Purchase of a Motor Vehicle ï Child slave Rehab Centre for Boys, Nr Allahabad, India 
 

A 6/8 seater vehicle for Bal Vikas Ashram was purchased in 2010 with the help of a RF Matching 

Grant. It is being used, amongst other things, to provide transportation for children during rescue 

operations. The participating clubs were the Rotary Clubs of West Chester Downtown and Exton 

Frazer (USA), Norwich St Edmund, Swaffham & District and Sudbury Talbot (England), Reims St 

Remi, (France), Mainz 50 Nord, (Germany) and Pratapgarh, India. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
          Collecting the car from the show room in                          Arriving at Bal Vikas Ashram the next day to   

           Allahabad, India  (November 2010)                                        show the children,  



Construction of a Bio Gas Oven ï Trafficking Shelter for Girls, Bihar, India  

 

Because the Rotary Club of West Chester Downtown, USA provided funds for a tiny herd of cows, a 

cow shed and the construction of a bio gas oven made of brick, Punarnawa Ashram, a Rehabilitation 

Shelter for girls rescued from sex slavery in India, has 

¶ diary products to feed 40 residents daily 

¶ methane (from the bio-gas systemôs processing of cow manure) to cook meals 

¶ resources to learn animal husbandry and cooking skills 

¶ extra milk to sell at the market to generate income to pay for the cowsô vet bills and extra feed.  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                The biogas oven in the course of  construction             Rotaractor Kathryn Metzker and Rotarian Carol Metzker 

                                                                                                       with one of the cows donated by RC of West Chester 

                                                                                                       Downtown ï Nov 2011  

                                                                                                                  

Purhase of vocational equipment ï Trafficking Shelter for Girls, Bihar, India  
 

The Rotary Clubs of Wiveliscombe & District (England) and Hluboka nad Vltavou (Czech Republic) 

have provided funds to purchase seven sewing machines and candle making equipment for the girls of 

Punarnawa Ashram. The equipment will be given to the girls who have completed their stay at the 

Ashram and who will need the equipment to help them to reintegrate back into their own village. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     
                  Learning how to sew                                                                    Learning how to make candles 

 

                               NB  The girls faces have been shaded to protect their identity. 

 



Installation of solar lamps ï Trafficking Shelter for Girl, Bihar, India  
 

 

12 solar lamps have been installed at Punarnawa Ashram for improving security at the Centre. The 

installation will help to prevent traffickers and pimps from trying to recover their former charges who 

had been trafficked for the sex Industry. Funding was achieved with the help of District 1080 and the 

Rotary Clubs of Norwich St Edmund, Littleport and Stevenage Grange in England, and personal 

donations from Rotarians in Central Chester County, USA,  Mumbai Boravali East, India and 

Peterborough, England. 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                                          Even the girls were keen to help with the installation of the solar lamps 

 

The installation of solar panels ï Trafficking Shelter for Girls, Bihar, India  

 

In order to provide hot water for the two dormitories at Punarnawa Ashram, solar panels have been 

installed on the roof. The panels have been funded by the Rotary Clubs of Norwich St Edmund, 

Sudbury Talbot  and Diss and District in England. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Purchase of high quality cameras, videos and ancillary equipment ï Field works in Bihar 

  

Purchase of high quality cameras  and filming equipment for each of the anti-slavery activists who 

work in 12 districts in the States of Bihar and Uttar Pradesh. The technology enables records to be 

made of each rescue operation, victim statements and follow up actions for case testifications. Funds 

have been provided by a local church in Norfolk, England through the auspices of the Action Group. 

 

Books for Literacy and Education in Pennsylvania, USA 

 

The Rotary Club of West Chester Downtown (PA, USA) donated ñearly readers,ò simple books in 

English for beginning readers, to survivors of human trafficking and slavery in the United States and 

India. In a Pennsylvania residence for survivors, women trafficked from foreign countries use the 

books to learn English as a Second Language. Ten percent of girls entering Punarnawa Ashram, a rehab 

center for girls rescued from slavery in India, cannot read. When they leave, 70% can!  

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                           Books at the U.S. shelter and in use at Punarnawa Ashram 

 

Purchase of  tools and equipment ï Boys Rehab Centre, Nr Allahabad, India  

 

To help the boys of Bal Vikas Ashram ï A Child Slave Rehabilitation Centre, reintegrate back into 

their villages, it has been the policy of the Centre to give each leaver, who has learnt a vocational skill, 

the necessary tools and equipment which will enable him to set up in business when he returns home. 

This policy requires funds to replenish the equipment and tools given to the boys. With the help and 

supervision of the Action Group, a Church Parish in Norfolk, England has funded, and continues to 

fund, the purchase of  these replacement tools and equipment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Construction of a Gazebo at Girls Trafficking Shelter, Bihar, India 

 

The Rotary Clubs of Norwich St Edmund, Ipswich and Diss & District (District 1080, England), as 

well as West Chester Downtown (District 7450, USA) agreed to fund a  ñPavilionò at Punarnawa 

Ashram ï Trafficking Shelter in Bihar, India, to allow open-air gatherings and training sessions for the 

girls rescued from slavery and commercial sexual exploitation. The large round concrete structure - 

will allow girlsô activities to take advantage of indirect lighting and Indiaôs climate. The project was 

originally delayed for a year because funds were insufficient for the construction of a tiled roof. Funds 

have now been obtained from the Rotary Clubs of Norwich, Diss and District and a generous Rotarian 

from Germany and the project has just been completed.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                        

                
The structure waiting for funds for the roof                                  The structure completed in September 2012  

 

                                                        ON GOING PROJECTS 

 

Provision of schools ï Northern, Ghana 

 

Educating children on the issue of trafficking is a crucial step in empowering them with the knowledge 

to understand the true nature of the crime, and reduce the risk of young people from falling prey to 

potential traffickers. The Rotary Club of Norwich St Edmund (England) has provided funds to support 

the work of the Wulugu Project which provides schools as a defence against slavery in northern Ghana. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Wulugu Project has built 6 vocational schools with hostels in Northern Ghana to give many girls real skills to earn a living 

locally and safely and to avoid the temptations of city life.  



       

                                       

Rescue Mission for Children Centre (a Trafficking Shelter), Mae Suai, Thailand   

 

a) Purchase 200 plus mosquito nets for the children ï RC of Littleport (District 1080), 

England. 

 

b) Donations: Paul Morf (RC of Cedar Rapids, USA), Mark Little (RC of Norwich, England) 

and Val Kirk & Teresa Evans (RC of Walkerville, Australia) 

  

c) 300 chickens, repairs of industrial washing machines, cement for schools construction, food 

- RC of Honolulu, USA 

 

d) One ton of rice and school uniforms ï Susan OôNeal, RC of Washington DC 

 

e) Books supplied for the children by Teresa Evans and Val Kirk (RC of Walkerville, 

Australia.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
   Susan OôNeal purchased a ton of rice                                                  Proposed school at the Rescue \Mission Centre                           

 for the Rescue Mission Centre in May 2012                                           being built thanks to the generosity of the  

                                                                                                                                 Rotarians at Honolulu  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
      Teresa Evans (RC of Walkwerville),Australia entertaining the children with one of the books she brought  


